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A 
NARRATIVE, &c. 


> +> 44S the Law-Suit which I com- 
menced . againſt Mr. William 
+ + | Francis, of this City, for the 
| recovery of money, which he 
(in partnerſhip with Mr. Teele) obtained of 
me at a game, called, Two-handed W hiſt, 
2 has been the ſubje&t of much converſation, 
Z and ſtrenuouſly defended by a ſet of gentle- 
Z men, who call themſelves, Men of Honour, 
and have endeavoured to make 1t ap- 
pear to the Public, that I had no grounds 
for ſuch proceſs, but merely taking the 
advantage of that law which entitled me to 
ſuch recovery, As I am confident that 
there is not one perſon in fifty who knows 
the true ſtate of the caſe, or the principles 
on which I acted, I ſhall, by a faithful 
Narrative of the whole affair, endeavour 
ro convince the world of the juſtice. and 
public ucility of my proceedings. When 
No | canes 
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cauſes of this kind are litigated, it is too 
frequent, for the party who has leaſt mat- 


ter of vindication, to endeavour at ſuppor- 


ting their cauſe, by attempting to deſtroy 
the reputation of their opponent; and, as 
I have had Men.of Honour to deal with, Z 
I have met with ſuch a plentiful ſhare of ® 


| fuch ſort of defence, as will, I hope, juſtly 


apologize for both the ſtile and remarks 
which I ſhall make on this occaſion : and, 
as the intent of this publication 1s to vin- 
dicate my proceedings, I ſhall bring in 
every material circumſtance, and ſuch things 
as paſſed in converſation, as fair and ho- 
neſt evidence on the trial, 


| To bring this Conteſt near upon a level 
between the parties, I have been repreſen- 


ted as a diſorderly perſon and common 


gameſter; theſe are charges which require but 


little vindication, as thoſe who have known 


me above thirty years, have very rarely ſeen 
me ſhew the appearance of exceſs, and 
ſcarcely ſeen me ina tayern, or abſent from 
buſineſs, till eight or nine of an eveu- 
ing : about which hours I frequently meet 
my friends at the tavern; and, as Whiſt is 
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00 7 the too general amuſement, I engage in it 
at- } with the ſame freedom and ſpirit that pre- 
or- # vails in the company ; but it has been of 
Oy Z ſuch trifling conſequence to me, that, ex- 
43 7 .cept what I have loſt with theſe Men of 
th, Z Honour, if I were put to my oath, I can- 
of Z not declare, whether I have been a winner 
Uy =Z or loſer, to the value of Five Pounds, in 
Ks Z the courſe of my life; nor have I, in the 
d, 3 ſpace of Fifteen Years, ſpent Five Irregular 
n-. & Nights, except in company with one or both 
n FF of theſe men. Indeed, when [ have paſted 
83 my uſual hour, there are few men more 
0- & unguarded; but the company wiich I have 


generally kept, are men of ſuch reputa- 
3 ton, that no man 1n an unguarded ſtate 
cl 3 could be mjured by them. TI have often 


_ heard it obſerved, that men who meet to 
>N play for amuſement, ſhould never admit a 
UC man amongſt them who is known to be a 
a common gameſter; for men who make a 
nN F ſcience of it, generally keep themlelves. 
d FF ſober; and, if they have an objc& in view, 
m | can wait, like patient anglers, till the gud- 
i- $ geon is inclined to take the bait, 

EE 
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I ſhall now relate this affair as I told it 
to Mr. Teele and Mr. Francis, in the pre- 
ſence of ſixteen gentlemen, who were in- 
vited for that purpoſe. In the beginning 


of January laſt, at about twelve at night, 


when moſt of the company were departed, 


. and, at a time that I was a proper ſubject, 
Mr. Teele propoſed a game of Two-handed 


Whiſt, to be played between Mr. Francis 
and me: at firſt I refuſed it, but was ſoon 
prevailed on; this is a game at which I 
had ſeveral times before played with each 
of them, and being a game of very little 


art, and in which every ſingle honour 1s 


reckoned, they neither of "them before 


| could gain any advantage of me ; but then, 


indeed, I never before played for ſo much 
money ; nor can I recollect, that before 
that night, I ever objected to any man's 
cutting or ſhuffling the cards. Mr. Slod- 
den, the attorney, remained with us ſeveral 
hours, during which time there was -but 
little difference in the game; juſt before 
he departed I objected to Francis's manner 
of cutting the cards; at which Mr.  Tezle 
laughed, _ ſaid, He did believe, that 
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Francis knew as much about cutting the 
cards as he did; but ſoon after Mr, Slod- 
den's departure, Mr. Francis had the good 
luck to win ſeven games ſucceſſively, I 
ſtill continued objecting to the manner 1n 
which he handled the cards, and was 


' as frequently, laughed at by both. I 


ſoon became poſſeſſed of that ſpirit which 


generally attends a loſing man, and pro- 


poſed to advance the game, which was di- 
rectly and genteelly complied with ; and, 
Mr. Teele, being confident that he could 
depend on his partner, went home; the 
firſt time I ever knew him quit a card ta- 
ble when there was any money playing for; 


but before he departed (to keep me in 


ſpirits) he ſaid, He never ſaw a man bear 
drubbing with ſuch temper as Roch did, 
We continued playing till near two o'clock 
in the afternoon of the next day, at which 
time, Mr. Francis was obliged to go home, 
havi g appointed ſome friends to dine with 
him ; but, on my preſſing of him for ano- 


ther chance, he agreed to meet me at his | 


own houſe in the evening. We met a few 
hours after, and on his ſhewing me twa 
new. 


CY 
new packs of cards, which he ſaid he had 
juſt purchaſed, I deſired to play with each | 
pack alternately, as is cuſtomary, when a i ' 
ſum of money is played for; but this he | 
abſolutely refuſed ; and on deſiring to know | _ 
the reaſon of it, he ſaid, He had no more 
cards in the houſe, and did not chuſe to 
have both packs ſpoiled; this I thought a 
very trifling excuſe, in regard to the money 
we played for; but not caring to enter into 
an altercation, that might prevent our 
playing again, I conſented, and at firſt ſet- 
ting off, Mr. Francis won nine games ſuc- 
ceſſively ; during this time, I was fo ſtu- 
pid, that I made many revokes, of which 
Mr. Francis took no notice; but on my 
ſaying, That I perceived he was able to 
| give me any thing, he then grew ftrict, 
| and inſiſted on the penalties. I believe it is 
| well known, to thoſe who have played with 
him, that even for ſixpences, no man can 
be more ftrift on every little ſeverity of 
the game. We continued playing till near 
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Four o'clock in the morning, and then, at | 
my earneſt requeſt, Mr. Francis conſented 
_ to another meeting, at my hovſe, the even- 


ing 
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ing following : at which meeting, before 


we engaged, I gave Mr. Francis a bag, 


which I told him contained eighty guineas, 
aſſuring him, at the ſame time, that he 


| ſhould have every ſhilling he won of me. 
| Mr. Roch, ſaid he, I do not in the leaſt 


doubt it, I know who I play with : this 
was a pretty {um to encourage induſtry, and 
at firſt ſetting off he again won nine games 
ſucceſſively. During this engagement, Mr, 
Teele did me the honor of a viſit, but find- 
ing Mr. Francis fully ſufficient, I made an 
apology for not admitting him. Through 


the whole courſe of our play, there was 


not a diſagreeable word that paſted between 
us, except when I objected to his handhng | 
the cards ; but, at laſt, perceiving him fe- 

perating ſome of the cards, and putting 
them together in a very unuſual manner, 
and recolleQing that he had done fo ſeveral 
times before, I aſked him what a d—1 he 
he was doing with the cards; and when he 
had dealt them, I examined and ſhewed 
him ſeveral! of them, and charged him with 
marking them with his na:ls by his manner 
of cutting ; ; to - which he replied as uſual, 


that 
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that he had a right to ſhuffle ahd cut as he 
pleaſed, and I might do the ſame, when it 
was my turn to deal; and ſuch. were the 
anſwers he generally gave .to my fre- 


quent objections. Soon after this we ſepe- 
rated, which'was the third and laſt meet- - 
ing; during which meetings, Mr. Francis 


figured on me about T'wo Hundred Pounds. 
It may here, with great propriety, be aſked, 


Why I continued playing with him, when I 


ſo frequently objected to his manner of | 
handling the cards ? But let any reaſonable 
man conſider, that I was prevailed on to 


engage in this affair, after ſpending the 
evening at a tavern, and at an hour that. 
invited any reaſonable man to reſt; for, 
from the morning before, till the time I 
lefr off, which was, at leaſt, Sixty-lix 
Hours, I had not Two-Hours Reſt ; and, | 
during moſt of the time, was in-ſuch a | 


| ſtate, as rendered me rather the protection, 


than the prey of any neighbour. Add to 


this, the unhappy paſſion that frequently 


attends an intoxicated loſing man: and, 
indeed, the cards ran in ſuch an alluring 
manner, as might have tempted a ſober 


man z 
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man ; for, of moſt of the games which 1 
loſt, I had the advantage in the beginning, 


ſeven, eight, or nine in a a game, and gone. 
in an inſtant, 


Wezrxz I a man in the character of a 
oameſter, or prone to aC&ts of intemperance 
or extravagance, this might be deemed a __ 
common purſuit ; but in a ſingular circum- 


ſtance of this kind, a man in a fever may. 
as well be charged with an act of impru- 
dence. When I had flept myſelf into part 


of my ſenſes, I reflefted on ſo many paſ- 


. ſages and circumſtances, as inclined my 


conſcience to think, that -I had been_ 
cheated; but as I had no evidence, this 
was rather an aggravation than a conſola- 
tion, and knew, that if I made the leaſt 
diſpute, it would appear a mean evaſion, 
ſo was determined to pay the money. A 
few days after going by Mr. Teele's houſe, |} 
I called in, and mentioned ſomething about | 
the play. Roch, ſaid he, you have had a 
damn'd hard run. Hard, indeed, ſaid I, 


| but be aſſured you ſhall have every farthing 
_ of the money. I do not, ſaid he, in the 


® leaſt 
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leaſt doubt it, and after drinking a glaſs 
of wine, I departed; but in leſs than a 
minute I returned. Teele, faid I, there 1s 
now remaining unpaid, about a hundred 
and twenty pounds; as it has been an un- 
lucky job, ſtrike off the odd twenty ; you 
may -mention it to Francis, as from your- 
ſelf; but I declare I will not. Will you 


| then, faid he, pay the money direaly. Its 


not ſo convenient ſaid I, at preſent: you 
ſhall ſoon have fifty guineas, and I pro- 
miſe, that you ſhall not be a year without 
the reſt; this was on Thurſday, and the 
Saturday following we were at the Fountain 
as uſual; but not receiving any anſwer 
from Mr. Teele, till five days after; at 
which time, he told me (though I had ſeen 
them together ſeveral hours) that he had 
not had an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
Francis. I ſoon diſcovered, that the Gen- 
tlemen could not admit of ſuch an abate- 


ment from the profit of their job This, 


I confeſs, greatly exaſperated me, and I 
formed a ſcheme to get an evidence that 
might vindicate me 1n proſecuting him. I 
conſidered, that the expreſſions which he 
frequently 


Frequently dropt, in vindicating the charges 


I made 1n regard to his ſhuffling and cut- 
ting, would have been proof ſufficient, if 
any one had heard them, and thought, that 
if I could draw him into a private conver- 
ſation, within hearing of another perſon, 


| that ſome of the ſame expreſſions might 


drop from him ; this, at: firſt, to me, had 
a mean appearance, but, when I conſidered, 
that, if neither his roof, nor my own, could 
prove a ſanctuary for me, 1 thought any 


place was juſtifiable to make a diſcovery : 


for this purpoſe, I prevailed on Mr, Petts, 
grocer, near the Fiſh-market, (who with 
ſome relucance undertook it) a man, of as 
fair a character, as any in our city, who 
had no intereſt in me, nor prqudice to him. 
I am obliged, on this occaſion, to mention 
his name, as it has been poſitively aſſerted 
that I had no ſuch evidence. Being thus 
prepared, Mr. Francis, by invitation, came 
to my houle, in order to ſettle ; for as he 
kept all the accounts, I did not, till then, 
know, exactly, what I owed him. I be- 
gan, by aſking him the ſums which he won 
at the different ſittings, and defired him to. 
; C 2 ſet 


ſet them down, which he did, and likewiſe 
the money which I had paid him, and then 
made the balance. I then aſked him, Whe- 

ther Mr. Teele had half the money which 
I had paid ? and, Whether he went partner 
with him in the whole ? He anſwered; That 
Mr. Teele had half, and went equal ſhare 
in all. I then mentioned the ſucceſs that 
he had, and told him, That I thought it 
very extraordinary, his winning ſeven games 
at one time, nine at another, and nine more 
at another. To which he anſwered, That 


the cards had, indeed, a moſt ſurprizing 


Tun. * Sir, ſaid I, I do not attribute it fo 
much to a lucky run of the cards, as to 
the manner in which you cut and ſhuffled 
them: You know I made frequent objec- 
tions to it, and often told you, that as I 
was ſuch a conſiderable loſer, and you ſaw 
it fretted me, that you would not have con- 
tinued it, if you had not a view init. Sir, 
I even ſhewed you the cards where they 
were marked with your nails by your man- 
ner of cutting them.* To this charge he 
replied in theſe words, © I had a right to 


© doo, if I could prevent cutting an ho- 


«nour.” 
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« nour.” The charge ſeemed to caſt him in 


| ſome confuſion, and with a forced ſmile, he 


got up and walked about the room, and on 
perceiving that he did not appear to be in 
a humour for buſineſs, I told him we would 
take another opportunity to ſettle it, and 


| ſo he departed. I then called Mr. Petts 


from his retreat, and aſked him, Whether 


he had heard every thing ? He ſaid, © He 


« had very diſtinctly ;” and, ſaid he, © I 
* heard him, in particular, ſay, That he 
& had a right to mark the cards with his 
© nails, to prevent cutting honours ; but” 
ſaid he, © he is a gentleman.” | 


On Mr. Francis declaring, that Mr. 


3 'Teele was partner 1n all, I recollected that 


I met Mr. Teele after the ſecond meeting, 
and told him I had had bad luck, Aye, 
ſaid he, Francis tells me, that he has won 
above eighty guineas. Aye, ſaid I, and 
fixty to that. What! ſaid he, have you 
had another meeting; and being anſwered 
in the affirmative, he ſaid, By G—d, he. 
did not know it. This I thought very *ex- 
traordinary, that two men, who are as ſhy 


of 


of each other as gameſters generally are, 


and are obſerved ſcarce ever to play: or lay} 


a bett with each other, ſhould, on this oc- 
caſion, have ſuch a good underſtanding, 
that one of them was to have ſhare of the 
money, and at the ſame time knew not 
that the other played for it,. The Saturday 
evening following I met Mr. Francis at. the 
Fountain, and told him, That as we had 
left our affair unſettled, we would with- 

draw into another room, and as Mr. Slod- 
| den had been one of our party, would re- 
queſt him to be preſent. To this he con- 
ſented, and when we were together, I be- 
gan by mentioning the eighty guineas that 
I had paid him. To which he made no 
reply. Mr. Francis, ſaid I, you know 


that I have paid you eighty guineas. He | 


replied, I have no anſwer to make to it. 
Why, will you not allow, Mr. Francis, that 


I have paid you eighty guineas ? I know, | 
faid he, what you owe me, and have no | 


more to ſay to it. Sir, faid I, you need | 
not act with ſo much caution, for when | 


you were laſt in my houle, I had a perſon 
concealed in the room, wao heard you own 
to 
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to the receipt of the money, and as you are 
arrived at the art of cutting the cards, f 
now deliver you up to law; Mr. Slodden 
has an order to proſecute you. -If the moſt 
dreadful inſtrument of deſtruction had been 
preſented to him, he could not bave ap- 
peared more terrified than he did at theſe 


| words ; but I being moved with compal- 


ſion, equal to that of Lucy Locket's, at 
Macheath's misfortune, and not caring to 
ſee a great man in diſtreſs, I quitted the 
room, and left Mr. Slodden to comfort. 
him, He ſome time after joined company, 
but did not ſay a word the whole evening. 
Mr. Slodden remained with Mr, Teele and 
him after the company broke up. I aſked 
Mr. Slodden the next day, What paſſed 
between them; he ſaid, That Francis 
damn'd the forty guineas, and did not mind 
them ; but he believed it would be very 
difficult to get a return from Teele. The 
next day, Mr. Slodden came to- me with a 
meſſage - from Mr. Francis, and thus deh- 
vered his erabaſly : & Francis,” ſaid he, 
« ſays, you are a very good man, and he- 
* does not care to have any diſpute with 

| &5 Vou . 
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C38] 
« you, therefore requeſts, that you and I 
« will meet Mr. Teele and he at his houſe, 
* tomorrow, to dine with him, and make 
« this affair up.” © Pray, Sir,” faid I, 


«© my complments to Mr, Francis, and tell 


« him, that the caution which he uſed, in 
«c 


* guineas, has taught me be on my guard, 
and as he had ſuch an advantage of 
& me when 1 was drunk- and ſtupid, he 
© ſhall never get me in his power whilſt I 
am ſober.” [I was ſurprized at receiving 
ſuch a genteel invitation from Mr, Francis, 
after the manner in which I had charged 
him. I believe, if any man had attacked 
me in that manner, I ſhould hardly have 


{6 


«c 


given him an invitation of that kind, Mr, 


Slodden came again, and told me, That he 
was ſo deſirous to make it up, that he 
would leave it to two of my own friends : 
and thinking, I ſuppoſe, that -I did not 
know my own friends, he mentioned two, 


_ and Mr. Charles Noble was one. I ſmiled 


at his tacking the name of friendſhip to 
Mr. Charles Noble, and ſaid, That I had 
much rather ſubmit it to two of his own 


brothers, 


refuſing to own the receipt of the eighty 


hot we as >, pp 
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brothers, than take the advantage of ſuch 
a partial arbitration , that, if I did ſubmit 
it to arbitration, it ſhould be to two gentle- 
men of fortune, naming one; ſuch as had 
knowlege to diſtinguiſh, and whoſe ſtations 
advanced them beyond influence : But, ſaid 
I, don't you know, that my council ſays, 
the money is certainly recoverable. To 
which he anſwered, © Yes.” And don't 
you know, that my evidence is ſuffi- 
| cient to juſtify me to the world. * Undoub- 
« tedly, ſaid he, it 1s.* Then, be aſſured, 
ſaid I, that I will not ſubmir it to arbitra- 
tion: I am determined, in this caſe, to 
'make a precedent in law ; therefore-proceed 
directly. ©* Why, faith, ſaid he, I cannot, 
* for Francis, and his brother, and- ſeveral 
© of the family, have been ſuch good clients 
© to me, that I dare not engage 1n it, for 
* fear of diſobliging them.* Sir, ſaid L 
you have behaved very ungenteelly in at- 
tending this caſe, till you are become ac- 
quainted with the force of the evidence, and. 
my councils opinion, and now talk of de- 
cus it, * Well, ſaid he, I will ſoon : 
* give you an anſwer, and departed.” In- 
aced, Mr, Slodden was not the man that I 
__- Hould 


20 


thould have choſe on this, or any occaſion ; 
but being one of the party I thought him 
moſt convenient, and being now entered 
into the ſervice, I did not care to ſee him 
deſert to the enemy, and carry off the arms 
and ammunition; nor did I know he was 
ſo conneQted with the family. He ſoon 
returned, and with a very chearful counte- 
nance ſaid, * Now I can undertake the 
* cauſe—]I have been and aſked Francis, 
* and .he approves of my afting againſt 
* him: and now, ſaid he, to convince you 
«* that I will be your rue and faithful at- 


© torney, both your council and you ſhall 


* examine every part of my proceedings.” 
But in this. he was far from being as good. 
as his word, and, I believe, the ſequel will 
prove that he never intended it, Soon af- 
ter this the ation was ſerved, and Mr. 
Slodden told me, That Francis deſired to 
know, whether I intended to make the af- 
fair public. © Why, faid I, he cannot 
imagine, that I mean to keep it a ſecrer, 
aſter ſerving him with an a£tion ; but, if 
he deſires it, I ſhall not mention 1t till T 
hear he does : But, faith, 'Slodden, faid I, 
> Þ thank 


[ ar } 
I think it a crime to conceal it.* From this 
_ time, for above four months, I was ſo punc- 
- tual to my word, that no man knew it from 
' me; and we met, as uſuzl, in company; and 
though there was no familiarity, yet there 
was not the leaſt appearance of any diffe- _ 
rence between us. Mr, Slodden one day told 
me, that Mr. Francis aſked him, Whe- 
ther his agent in London knew the ſuſpi- 
cion on. which I proceeded againſt him 
but, ſaid he, I have made him eaſy on that 
point. What! ſaid I, does not your agent 
know the chief motive on which I proceed? 
s No, ſaid he, nor 1s there occaſion for it: 
5 all that we have to do is, to prove ſo 
* much money received at gaming, and | 
* then 1t 1s certainly recoverable.” Sir, ſaid _ 
1, you know I never would have commen- 
ced the ſuit on that principle ; therefore, 
] inſiſt, that every thing be made fully to 
appear in- the proceedings, and, that the 
| brief be charged with every circumſtance 
_ and evidence, that can, in this caſe, juſtify 
| me to the world, To which he anſwered, 
* There will be no occaſion for it; for, I 
* know Francis will not ſtand trial; he 
* will certainly pay the money.” What can 
D's be 


as. 
be the reaſon, ſaid I, he does not pay it 
direAly ? © Why, death, ſaid he, or ſome- 
© thing may happen ; he will ſtave it off to 
© the laſt.” At the ſame time he told me, 
| That he had defended Mr. Francis-in an 
. ation ſomething ſimilar to mine, at the 
fuit of a man at Folkſtone, and, that he 
had relieved him from it by putting it into 
Chancery. This diſcovered to me the rea- 
ſon why it was to be kept a ſecret from the 
agent; for two actions of the ſame kind 
' would be rather too much for one man to 
know. I aſked Mr. Slodden one day, in a 
jocular manner, What he thougnt the world 


would ſay, when it was made public? 


o 


Why, ſaid he, it will make a damn'd 
* noiſe; but, d——n it, what can any 
* one ſay, when a man ſays, he has a right 
to cut;* [and at the ſame time imitated 
the manner in which he had ſeen him cut 
the cards] then mentioned cne of their 
names, and faid, © This affair will xnock 
© n1M vp.” This I mention, to ſhew what 


. 


his private opinion was of the cauſe, 


who knew every circumſtance from the be- 
ginning, whilſt the cauſe lay in embrio. I 
aſked 
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aſked Mr. Slodden ſeveral times how it 
went on, and, as he promiſed, I every day 
expected to ſee a copy of the declaration z 
but the more I ſpoke to him, the leſs com- 
municative he appeared to be, and could 
ſcarcely get any anſwer from him, but, Aye, 
No; Certainly; or, Not a bit of it, and, 
indeed, Certainly ; or, Not a bit of it, were 
ſuch frequent expreſſions, that I began to 
think they were New technical terms in 
| the law, Thus we went on, till one dole- 
ful Saturday evening, on which he came 
to mE: * D——n it, ſays he, we are all 
* at a ſtand, TI have uſt received a letter 
© from_my Special Pleader, and he fays, 
© our evidence 1s not ſufficient, we muſt 
© put this cauſe into Chancery ; let us go 
* diretly to Counſellor Newman.” Away 
we went to Counſellor Newman, where he 
produced, his letter. 'The Counſellor ſaid 
poſitively, That the evidence we had was 
fully ſufficient, and aſked for a copy of the 
inſtructions he had ſent to his agent ; They 
are at home, ſaid he. Well! let me ſee 
them. Why, anſwered he, that is all; I 
only informed him, that our evidence was 
_ 
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a' private converſation. At this, I confeſs, 
Mr. Newman ſtared; but ſaid, He did 


pot chuſe to enter into diſputes with thoſe 
whom he was concerned with in buſineſs. | 


No- 
. thing could be ſtronger than the evi- 


So to Chancery we mult proceed.. 


dence I had: Mr. Petts heard Mr. Francis 


own to the receipt of the money, ſaw the 
ſum which was figured down by himſelf, 


and heard every other circumſtance, zs to 
the cutting of the cards, &c. but nothing 
of this appeared in the inſtru&ions : No 
Not @ bit of it, and his agent muſt have 
been a conjuror indeed, if he had diſco- 
vered the motives on which I ſued him. 
Upon our going to enter into Chancery, 
we found the door jult ready to be ſhut a- 
oainſt us; for, on examination, we diſco- 
vered that it was drove off to the very laſt 
day, the law allowing but three months 
for that proceſs from the commencement 
of the action ; ſo the Jawyers were obliged 
to work all Sunday to ſave tide : to ſuch a 
length was it ftaved off ; in which time, as 
Mr. Slodden obſerved, death, or ſomething 
might -have happened, —Abou. this time, 

ns Mr. 
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 # faid, D——nit, Roch, we don't mind the 


* It does not, ſaid I, greatly affe& my cir-- 


at that time I had no notion of :/pygcuring 


| faid he, you have hitherto ſupported a fair 


| don't know why it ſhould be kept a ſecret; 
| | by G—d, I was going to mention it laſt 
7 night at the Fountain, but Francis would 
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Mr. Teele was ſtanding at the end of Roſe 
Lane, and ſeeing me in the ſtreet, bec- 
koned to me; I went to him, and he led 
me up the lane; as he always ſpoke to me 
of this affair in a very private manner, he 
began, by telling me, I ated very ungene- 


rouſly, in ſuing for the money after I had Þ} 


promiſed him to pay what was due. I own, 
ſaid I, that I did promiſe to pay it, but 


evidence to juſtify me to the contrary; Roch, 


character, but, by G—d, you will loſe it, 
if you purſue this. Indeed, ſaid I, I am 
of a very different opinion, for, I am in 
hopes, that the profecution of this affair, 
will greatly add to my reputation, when it 
is made public D——n it, faid he, EF. 


not let me; and after ſome altercation, he- 
money, if it affe&ts your circumſtances, 


eumlances z, but, be aſſured, I will not- 
accept 


[ 
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accept of it in that manner, I am deter- 
mined to recover it by law; then, by 


G—d, Roch, ſaid he, you never will get | 
it, On this I made a motion to leave him 


but he ſaid he would go to my houſe and 
drink a glaſs with me, where we ſat ſome 
time; and as I did not chule to revive the 


ſubject, we talked of indifferent things till | 


he departed. -I then refle&ted on his poſi- 


tively ſwearing that I never would recover | 


the money ; and being well informed, that 
no book, or bond debt, was more ceitain 


or eaſy to recover, I wes at a loſs to know 


from what Lawyer he could have ſuch in- 
formation. The Chancery Bill of Enquiry 


being now ſerved, I delired'Mr. Slodden 


to ſhew me a copy of it : this bill contains 
a power to call on the defendant, to anſwer 
on oath to every thing relative to the ſuit, 
I was preſent when Mr. Slodden took Mr. 


Pett's depeſition, for the Counſellor to draw 


the bill by, and nothing was omitted; but, 


on examination, I found there was no men- 


tion mauve about, Cutting the Cards, No; 
Not a bit of it. IT aſked Mr. Slodden why 
the moſt material queſtion was omitted. 
He 
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He anſwered, as before, That we had no» 
thing to do but prove the debt; that he 
knew there was no occaſlion for it, and that 
Francis would certainly pay the money. LI 
was preſent when he took the depoſition ; 
and in that depoſition, Mr, Petts declared, 
that Mr. Francis anſwered, when being 
charged by me, That he had a right to 


MARK the Cards with his nails, if he could. 


thereby prevent Cutting an Honour. And 
Mr. Slodden allowed, on my aſking him, 
That I had a right to charge him on oath 
to anſwer to it ; yet, though it was ſo fully 
expreſſed in the Depoſition, it was entirely 


left out in the Bill of Enquiry. This may 


appear very ſtrange, that ſo material a point 
was negleQed, when I had o frequently 
charged him to omit nothing in the Procee- 
dings that could vindicate my cauſe and 
my character. I ſhould not declare this 
circumſtance, if I had not a Copy of the 
Depoſition, and the Bill, in his own hand- 
writing; having before told me, that he 
had relieved him from a ſuit by caſting it 
into Chancery, and finding he ſeemed de- 


termined, that his agent ſhould know nothing | 


about Cutting the Cards, I became deter» 
: E mined 


'F 
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mined that the Public ſhould know it. And 
though Mr. Francis and I were at war, 


yet I imagined that a line of commu- Þ 
nication was kept open between my Gene- | 
ral Attorney and he; therefore I deſired |} 
' him to tell Mr. Francis that I would no 
longer keep it a ſecret; but you may aſ- | 
ſure him, that in the publication, I will take | 
no advantage of him; and this being on *? 
Thurſday, I appointed the Wedneſday e- 


vening following : and to let him know, that 
I would appoint a ſet of ſuch men to hear 
it, as no man could expect a partial hear- 
ing from : ; and, as I had, till that time, 
kept it a ſecret, not a man of them ſhould 
know the purpoſe till we met, and hoped 
he would punctually obſerve the ſame, and 
be there with Mr. Teele: and I was fo im- 
partial 1n the affair, that I invited his own 
Brother, Mr. Hopkins Fox, and Mr. Jen- 
nings ; this I thought was playing a fair 
game; but he could not forbear cutting ; 
for that very day the Doctor injected his 
ſtory into the ears of his friend and com- 
panion Alderman Royle : and as ſoft ſub- 
jects take deep impreſſions, he directly be- 
came his warm advocate, No time, on 
this 


"20 
T this occaſion, was loſt, for before the Sun- 
| day evening following, ſeveral of my inti- 
mate friends had heard the ſtory ſo much 
to my prejudice, that they were aſhamed to 
mention it to me ; and ſcarce a gentleman 
that I invited, but what was prepared to 
7 hear it, We met, to the number of eigh- 
teen, at the King's Head Tavern, where I ac- 
quainted the Gentlemen, that the intention 
of our meeting was to inform them of a 
; diſpute that ſubſiſted between Mr. Francis 
and me; and as it was of a nature that 
might be diſagreeable to give an opinion 
on between neighbours, I requeſted, that. 
for the. preſent, they would only give it a 
hearing, without making any obſervations 
on it. TI then related the whole affair, ex- 
'attly as I have here delivered it, ſo far as 
it regarded Mr. Francis ; but, as he had 
acted ſo meanly, in preparing the auditors 
with a ſtory made on the occaſion, after I 
had ſo long, at his requeſt, kept it a ſecret, 

I delivered my ſentiments with remarks, 
and in a ſtile, different from what I in- 
tended. The only Defence which he made, 

in regard to his winning ſuch a number of 
E 2 games, 


9 } 


games, at a game, which before he could } 


never g4in an advantage of me, was, That 
he learnt it a few evenings before, by Joo- 
king over a Gentleman who played with 
me, and there obtained the true principles 
of it, which gave him ſuch a ſuperior 
advantage; bur as that Gentleman 1s 
well known, I believe, on enquiry, it will 
appear, that he never played the game 
twice before : and, I am fully confident, 
that no one will believe, that he learnt the 
principles (by which he won of me) from 
that Gentleman. Next, he f{aid, that it 
was impoſſible for him to play any tricks 
with the cards, for they were all new. To 
which I anſwered, That it he could not, 
it was well known, that they who practifed 
it, could do what they pleaſed with any 
Pack that was given them. This was all 
the defence that he made and every Gen- 
ticman that was there preſent, can witneſs, 
thit he appeared ſo awe ſtruck, at the 
charge I made againſt him, that he could 
ſcarce find uttcrance, I was then aſked by 
one of his principle frienus, Whether I 
would Icavc it to arbttrauun? Which, I 

ablolutely 
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abſolutely refuſed : and told them, that as 
Gentlemen Gameſters inculcated ſuch no- 
tions in their patients, as made it appear 
diſunourable to refuſe paying ſuch debts; 
that I would purſue this affair, till I made - 
It appear diſhoneſt to pay them: and, 
as few men were ſo circumſtanced in life as 
I w:3 for ſuch an undertaking, having no 
creditors to dread, or family to make un. 
ealy, that I would not receive the money, 
if }-1d down in an amicable manner ; but 
purſue it, till I made it a public _ uſe- 
ful example. This ſo irritated three of 
Mr. Francis's principal friends, that not- 


witlitanding my requeſt, they could no 


longer contain themſelves ; but the appel- 
lations which theſe Geatlemen have given 
me, being ſuch as Rogue, Scoundrel, Vil- 
lain, &c. that I ſcarcely know in what cha- 
raters to introduce them on the ſtage. But 


I ſh.1l firſt begin with Sir Thomas Strum- 


balo, the Lime-burner, who, I obſerved, 
had for ſome time been colleCting matter, 
and by a rumbling motion in his inteſtines, 
appeared prepared for an eruption; ſo 
ſtanding up as an-adyocate for his b——r, 

= 
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he diſcharged himſelf in the following 


ſpeech. 


Tux SPEECH of Sis THOMAS. 


« You are a d-—d Scoundrel! And 
« 1--I--PFlI be d d ! if ever I keep you 
* company.” 


Nzxr roſe the Marquis of Nackington 
but I cannot poſitively affirm which ſide 
he was really inclined to; for, as I am ne 
conuror, I never pretended to know what 
he meant by what he ſaid. 


| Poor Tony Lumpkin ſeemed to be in 
| a violent rage, and aſked me, If I had in- 


vited him there to prove Mr. Francis a 
rogue ; but I looked on what he ſaid as 


meer matter of gratitude, for the many 


favours which he and his family had recei- 
ved from that quarter, 


There was but one Perſon more who 


| ſpoke on the occaſion, and he being quite 


an independent Gentleman, and having but 
little 
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little conne&tion with either of us, gave 


Eſa; the Mayor, to invite him to the mee- 


terial ſtamp, and caſt a brow of diſappro- 


I have mentioned, he was the only man in 
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his ſentiments on the charge and defence, 
with ſuch freedom, as has rendered him 
yery diſagreeable to the Men of Honour, 


Warn I firſt waited on George Gipps, 


ting, I found that he was fully acquainted 
with Mr. Francis's ſtory, and prepared to 
defend it, and at his requeſt I related part 
of it ; but he could diſcover nothing in it 
to the prejudice of Mr, Francis; and when 
we met at the King's Head, I obſerved, 
that he coined his countenance in a magiſ- 


bation to what I ſaid on ſeveral in com- 
pany ; and, indeed, except the three which 


company who did not appear, at that time, 
to give it a favourable rccepton ; but this 
was no matter of ſurprize to me, and ſome 
others, who knew the connection that there 
was between them. ' As ſoon as the com. 
pany ſeparated, the emiſſaries that were em- 
ployed on this occaſion, directly ſpread it 
all over the town, that eyery perſon in com- 


pany 
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pany condemned me; that I had nothing 
to alledge againſt Mr. Francis, and that 1 
had baſely aſperſed his character, upon no 
foundation, but the recovery of my mo- 


ney. I found, from the firſt opening of 


this affair, that every influence was urged, 
to procure advocates of Honeur to ſupport 
him: and two of my old friends, Mr, 


Charles Noble, and Mr. Abraham Rye, 


men, who are ſeldom in the ſame purſuit, 


_ except a reputation be the game in view, 


on this occaſion, were coupled together, 
and held ready to be ſlipt * at me. I met 
ſeveral friends, who aſked me, what the 
clamour was between Francis and me ; and, 
on aſking them, whether they had not 
heard it; they ſaid, that they only heard 
that every body condemned me, and, that 
1 had attempted to ruin an innocent man's 
reputation. On this, I aſked ſeveral of the 
Gentlemen who had been at the meeting, 
Whether they had given their ſentiments, 


* A term for looſing the hounds when the hare 
is In view, 
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as was publickly reported ? And they de- 
clared to me, that they had not; nor did 
thev chuſe to give their opinion on it; for . 
as there was ſuch a junto raiſed on the oc- 
caſiton, and ſuch a univerſal clamour, it 
would only create themſelyes enemies, in 
declaring their ſentiments, as the caſe ap- 
peared to them. One of the Gentlemen 
told me, He was not ſurprized at hearing 
my charaCtcr treated in the manner it was 


on this occaſion ; and obſerved, that men | 


who defended ſuch an action, . were, in ge- 
neral, qualified to ſay any thing: and as 
they were defending an honeſt man's cha- 


7 racer, they might, with ſafety, loudly cla. 


mour againlt me ; whilſt thoſe who judged 


| | that I was in « right, would be cautious 


in giving their ſentiments z; and aſſured me, 
That to his knowledge (as their family, 
and family connections were large) that e- 
very engine was ſet to work to endeavour 
to bring him off: and, indeed, I ſoon found 
his words were true; for I had ſuch inceſ= | 
fant applications to leave it to arbitration, | 
that I plainly perceived the engines were 
moving : amongſt the reſt, the Right Wor- 

F ſhipful 
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ſhipful George G1pps came to me, whom 
I abſolutely refuſed, and told him, I was 
"determined to continue my ſuit: and on 
entering into converſation on the ſubject, 
he old 1 me, * That I was a Fool for playing 
< with Francis,” and ſaid, © By G—d, he 
© would not.” Now, as his Worſhip is 
known to be as good a fair player as any 


in this city ; and, it is as well known, that 


for ſore years paſt he has declined playing 
with him, except by accident; I ſhould be 
pleaſed to know his reaſon for ſaying, By 


G—d, he would not play with him.—His 


Worſhip was not ſatisfied with one denial, 
but came twice after; and as I knew it was 


a cale in which he ought not to have ap- 


peared, I thought he preſſed me to a de- 
gree of intruſion. Being tired with his 
importunity, I requeſted he would no more 
| mention -Iit to me, and told him, that it 
| gave me pain to deny him, Soon after 
| this Mr. Slodden came to me, and told me, 


that Mr. Newman defired to ſpeak with 
me, at ſuch an hour, I attended, and 


found Mr, Slodden there. Mr, Newman 


diredly propoſed my leaving it to arbitra. . 


1 lon ; ; which I ablolutely refuled, and aſked 


him 
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him his reaſon for it, as he had always told 
me my ſuit was certain. He allowed that it 
was certain ; but gave ſuch reaſons for lea- 
ving it to arbitration, as bore but little 
weight with me; eſpecially, as they were 
never urged before, On which, I told 
them, that I had employed them as my law- 
yers; that I only wanted them as fuch to 
do their duty by me, and I was determined 
to ſtand to every conſequence. One might 


imagine this ſufficient from a client to his 


lawyers; but it was not, for I perceived 
that my attorney appeared greatly diſap- 
pointed ; and Mr. Newman kept preſſing 


' of me, till I could not avoid conſenting to 


leave it to the Recorder and himſelf, who 
were council on each ſide. I have often 
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wondered that Mr. Newman fo preſſed me 
© arbitration ; but yet, I imagine, that he 


poſe it. As ſoon as they mentioned the | [ 
Mayor bY man whole afliduity had already i 4 


$9 cautioned 


did not, in the leaſt, apprehend that it 8 
would have devolved in ſuch a manner, or iſ 
that I ſhould have received any injury by if 
it. Directly, on my gtving that conſeat, # 
beth he and Mr, Slodden ſaid they would | 
go to the Mayor, and get him to pro- | 8 
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cautioned me) I repented that I had given 
my conſent, and could ſenſibly perceive 


that the engines were playing againſt me 


from every quarter. | 

I have ever retained the higheſt ſenſe of 
gratitude to my neighbours and the public 
in general, for the many favours which I 


have received in my buſineſs, and always 


flattered myſelf, that there were but few 
men in this city, who ſtood unſuſtained by 
family intereſt, that could boaſt of more 
reſpeftable and real friends than I had, 
but as their family, and family connections 
are extenſive, and many tradeſmen and o- 


thers, profit by them, I ſoon diſcovered, by Þ 


the advocates that appeared on this occa- 
ſion, that a great deal of friendſhip 1s given 
up for a ſmall matter of intereſt; and, as 
the Mayor and Mr. Francis were both Hop 
Buyers, I knew a conneCtion had long 
ſubſiſted between them in Hop Intelligence 
and Speculation. And, as no man living 
is wiſe at all times, I apprehended that ſome 
men living might not at all times be honeft , 


ſo meeting the Mayor that evening as he 
| was going to propoſe it, I told him my 


| mind was altcred, that I Was determined 
not 


—_ n " : At : 
J Sy WM, v p £ , A. - E rl i UT, of. 
wagons 2 co pe TERA Din FS TIE been 40 HO ts bd 0 att et Rs CIC LF 
-o% 0 Be 30 TENOY £3 -— by CR LL wy 3 TLY area 5 22IY & Feel! oY Þ%."P 
| \ p » x bh n : - 


[ 39% ] 


not to leave it to arbitration, and that I 
muſt be at Hythe the next day. ©* Roch, 
ſaid he, © I inſiſt upon it, that you do not 
« o0 out of town till this affair be ſettled. 
© Do, Roch, be adviſed by your Friends, 
* and let this affair be ſettled romorrow.? 
And, indeed, he kept preſſing of me in 


ſuch a friendly manner, that I could not a-. 
_ void giving the appearance of conſent ; but 


knowing how the world judges by events, 
I deſired him to conſider that my reputa- 
tion greatly depended on the deciſion of 
it. When he departed, I could not avoid 
reflefting on his uncommon aſſiduity in this 


affair; but, as he muſt be confident, that 
the money I ſued for was my undoubted 


r1oht, and, as he always put on ſuch an 


appearance of Friendſhip, I concluded, that 


he only wanted to give ſome little varniſh 


to it in favour of Mr. Francis's reputation, 


The next morning he called on me, atten- 
ded by my Attorney (who fnow appeared 
very active) and told me, he was ready to 
go to the Recorder. To which I conſented, 


and they immediately retired. His Worſhip 
came to me ſome time after, and told 


me, The Recorder declined the arbitra- 
EE ton, 
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tion, © But, Roch,* ſaid he, © I have con- 
© ſulted the Friends on bath ſides, and F 
* they earncitly deſire ME, to decide it Þ 
* between you. Are you willing, Roch, : 
© to leave it to me? To this he added Þ 
ſuch an air of friendſhip, that I made not 
the leaſt ſcruple; and toid him, Thar as he 
had given himſelf ſo much trouble, I would 
_ reſt it entirely on him 3 ard as he departed 
from my door, he f{aid, © Thet Francis 
© knew the conditions, and was very agree- 
© able to them. At this expreſſion I was 
alarmed, and thought it very extraordinary, 
that he ſhould acquaint Francis with the 
terms, even betore he had power from me 
to determine it; but ſtill concluded, that 
| he only wanted to varniſh kim. His Wor- 
ſhip immediately returned, and told me, 
That Francis and the Attornies waited for 
me at his houſe, and that every thing was | 
ready. And, indecd, the inſtruments of 

death could not be more expeditiouſly pre- 
pared for a wretch condemned to immedi. 
ate execution, . When we met, I told his 
Worſhip, that as he had acquainted Fran- 
cis with the conditio..., that I infilted on 
knowing them. At this he made a pauſe, 
and 
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2nd with his uſual air of friendſhip ſaid, 

© Roch, leave it to me ;* and again, with a 

countenance, that any man might have put 

confidence in, ſaid, © Roch, will you leave it 

* to me? To which I anſwered, I will 

cave it-to you. He then preſſed me in a 

12anner, equal to an oath, to give my word 
politively to abide by his determination. 

To which I anſwered, I give you my word 

I will. This he knew from me was equal 
to an oath, and then he pronounced his 
ſentence : 


That Francis ſhould keep the mo- 
ney J ſued him for ; thac I ſhould 
pay all his Erpences at Law ; and 
be bound never to-publith any thing 
concerning it, 


To this I nodded aſſent, and went home 
whilſt the inſtruments were filling up, and 
there ruminated on the 7reacherous man- 
ner in which I had been trepanned ; but 
conſidering the ſolema manner in which 
I had given my word, I was determined 
not to. recede from it, but let the Infamy 
reſt on him that had ſo ba/ey betrayed 
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me. I have often repented that IT gave 
my word, but ſhall never repent that I 
abided by it; ſo I went back, and after 
elling his Worſhip, that TI would not con- 
fine myſelf from publiſhing the affair, 1 
ſigned the releaſes, paid his attorney, told 
Francis the real ſentiments of my heart, — 
That TI did not wiſh a Flea to bite him, and 
departed. So, inſtead of varniſhing,—his 
Worſhip, entirely, at my CXPENCE, WHITE 
WASHED his Friend, in the Year of our 
Lord 1772, and in the thirteenth Year of 
the Reign of his Majeſty George the Third. 


The firſt Evil that occurred to me, on 
this occaſion, was, That of being depri- 
ved of one of the moſt ſocial bleſſings of 
for the friendly manner 'in which he 
approached me, whilſt he was ſtudying to 
deceive me, has, I fear, entirely deſtroyed 
that reliance and confidence, which 1ſo 
greatly adds to the felicity of human So- 
ciety. 


The poor Bird that has been already lim'd, 
With trembling wings miſdoubts of evry buſh. 
' _ DHAKESPEARE, | 
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' Tf I had ever ſhewn the leaſt inclination 
to leave it to arbitration, or had appointed 
any man on the occaſion, I certainly had 


no right to complain ; and tho' he heard me 


lay ſeveral times, That I never would ſub- 
mit it to ſuch deciſion, and that I would 
purſue it till IT made it a public and uſeful 
example ; yet he ſtil] kept preſſing of me 
till he had me mm his power. 


Had this been the reſult of an immedi- 
ate application to him, and a haſty deter- 
mination, without being fully acquainted 
with the cauſe, there might be the appea- 


' rance of ſome excule in his favour ; but 


he was ſeveral days ſoliciting to bring it to 
an arbitration, and was fully acquainted 
with the evidence, and every circumſtance, 


' which I had in my favour: and he knew, i 


that without any ſuch evidence, or circum- 
ſtance, that the money I ſued for was my 
lawful right, the law having wiſcly provi- 
ded (to prevent . the advantages which 
Gameſters have over' unguarded men) a 
certain recovery, if more than ten pounds 
be loſt at one fitting ; but, I think, I have 
G ---*,".>... mage 
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made it plainly appear, that I ſhould not 


have taken the advantage of that law, if I 
had not reaſons ſufficient to think I was . 
cheated. And if the evidence and circum- | , 
ſtances, which I have here advanced, are c 
ſufficient to incline wiſe and honeſt men to ] 
think ſo, every ſuch man (except a Mayor 


of Canterbury) muſt deſpiſe me, if I had Þ} + 
I not proſecuted the man whom I thought Þ « 
had impoſed on me. As the ſum which his | 
Worſhip transferred from me to Mr. Fran- F 
cis was full an Hundred Pounds, with the 
expences, I thought he ought not to be 
deſtitute of ſubſtantial reaſons, for ſo preſ- 
ſing to have it in his power to make ſach 
a large transfer of another man's property ; 
therefore I waited on him a few days after, 
and deſired to know his reaſon for concea- 
ling the Conditions from me, and had at 
the ſame time acquainted Mr, Francis with 
them. He very innocently told me, * That 
4 * Francis deſired it might be kept a ſecret 
# © from me, leſt he ſhould ſtill remain in 
I! © my power.” Ts not this very plain, that 
{ whilſt he covered himſelf with a Maſk of 
| Friendſhip to me, he had before con- 
2508 4 ſulted 
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ſulted with, and was guided by Mr. Fran- 
cis? I likewiſe aſked him, Why he fo 
importuned me to have the ſole deciſion of 
an affair of ſuch conſequence, when the Re- 
corder of the City would not undertake it? 
He told me, © That it was at the impor- 
«* tunity of my own Attorney, who aſſured 
© him, that I was ſo inflexible, that if that 
« method was not taken, they could not 
* ſucceed in making an end of it.” Would 
any Attorney, who had the leaſt regard to 
his credit, have made ſuch a propoſition 
unknown to his Client, if he had not been 
| ſure of his man? Or would any Magiſtrate 
have concealed ſuch a propoſition from his 
neighbour, without alarming him of his 


Attorney's diſpoſition, if they had not been bl 


linked in a chain together ? Slodden was 
preſent when I defired to know the Con- 
ditions, and never gave me the leaſt hint. 
No; not a bit of it. Another argument 
his Worſhip uſed was, That all the games 
I loft running ; as ſeven at one time, nine 
at another, and nine at another, might ea- 
| fily have been won 1n the condition I was 
in: and, as to cutting the cards, he could 
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ſee nothing in it; for, as a Gentleman of 
his acquaintance obſerved, 1t might be only 
fiſhing for the Ace of Spades, which differs in 
ſize from the other cards. As to the ſtate 
I was in, I think, his Worſhip had no- right 
to make that a plea in favour of his judg- 
ment; for as he allowed that I was in a 
ſtate to be taken an advantage of, it cer- 
tainly demanded every influence that an 
honeſt man could exert in my favour; and 
as to fiſhing for the ace of ſpades, if a 
man has that art, and puts 1t in practice, it 
certainly cannot be deemed fair play. For 
at the Groom Porter's, which is the ſtandard 
_ of Fair Gaming, if two men lay a bet on 
the caſt of the dye, and if there be the 
twentieth part of a pound difference, from 
what is ſtated as an equal chance, though 
the money be won, yet the Groom Porter 
will not ſuffer it to be paid. His Worſhip 
allowed, and faid, He really did believe 
that I thought I had been cheated ; but it 
did not appear quite clear to him. This 
' muſt appear a high piece of Modeſty in his 
Worſhip, to pretend to be a better judge 
of the affair than the man who went thro? 

the 


"i w 3 | 
the whole operation : and it he allowed 


that T was clear in my own conſcience, he - 
muſt be a moſt abſolute Magiſtrate, indeed, 


to pretend to controul both Law and Con»  } 


ſcience. Indeed, his Worſhip gave one 
very neighbourly reaſon for being ſo active 
in it, viz His being apprehenſive that Fran- 
cis would indi me on the Penalties of the 
Gaming Af. Now, if it were poſlible, 
| that the Mayor of the City was weak e- 
nough to be perſuaded, that the winner had 
a prior right to indict the loſer, for being 
ſuch a tool to Joſe his money—Can that 
_ appear as a plea of tenderneſs to me, or 
juſtify the Chief Magiſtrate of the City, 
in coming 1n perſon to my houſe, and from 
thence inviting, and conducting me under 
the cover of his own roof; and there, in 
the preſence of the man, to whom he in- | 
tended to ſacrifice me, refuſe, though re- 
queſted, to let me know the terms; which 8 
terms he had really ſettled with him, and 8 
under ſuch an appearance of friendſhip, as il 
might have engaged the confidence of any 
neighbour? — There to ſtrip me of every 
thing that was in his power, and baſely, iſ 
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like a footpad, for fear of a diſcovery, at- 
tempt to bind me, by propoſing it as an 


article, that I ſhould never publiſh any thing © 


concerning it ?—Sure, it 1s ſuch a tranſac- 
tion, by a Chief Magiſtrate, as will ſcarce 
gain credit; and thoſe who do give credit 
to it, mult think that ſuch an act, done in 
ſuch a manner, would add infamy to the 
 worlt of charaters—He fell into the hands 
of one who played me out of my money, 
and, I fear, at that time, played him out 
of both ſenſe and principle, 


Had a Miniſter of State. even attempted 
what this Magiſtrate has aCtually done, in 
regard to diveſting a ſubje& of his right at 
law, and the privilege of the preſs, it 
would have alarmed the whole nation.— 


How preſling then mult the individual feel 


it, who has been ſo egrediouſly injured by 


him—the very man who ought to be firſt 
in protecting every. peripa- in his lawful 


claim ? 


As the Courts of Juſtice are open to 
every ſubject, is the Chief Magiſtrate of 
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a city to ſhut the gates againſt him ? Ts 
there a man in the higheſt department of 
ſtate, that would dare ſtep forth and ſtand 
between a man and his lawful claim—the 
Law, which 1s the birth-right, and natural 
inheritance, of every free-born ſubje& ?_ 
Have we not had a late inſtance, how pre- 
cious the eſtabliſhed Law appears to every 
Engliſhman, when even the altering of a 
ſingle word in a Record, alarmed the whole 
nation, upon a ſurmiſe (how juſt I know 
not) that it gave a check to a fair procee-_ 
ding ? What then would have been the. 
conſequence, if ſuch a man had entirely cut 
a ſubje& off from the benefit of the Law, 
Z and at the ſame time, by fraudulent means, 
attempt to ſeduce him to enter into bond, 
never to publiſh it to the world, that both 
the a&, and the cauſe for which it was done, 
might be buried in oblivion? Any man 
may judge, what the conſequence would 
have been to ſo great a man 1n the capital 
City; but, if Liberty and Property, are Wl 
of no conſequence here, George Gipps, by 
Eſq; "yi ſtand unnoticed. © =_ 
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In wild, ungoverned countries, when in- 
Juries are committed, the injured perſon, 


for want of means of redrets, frequently 
flies to deſperate meaſures of revenge ; but 


where Laws are eſtabliſhed, and juitty ex- 
ecuted, the very proſpe&t of impart juſ- 
tice paliates reſentment, and a fair and can- 
did deciſion of Law, frequently reconciles 
contending parties; but when a man 1s in 
poſſeſſion "of that Law, and has the prol- 
pet in view, of. all the advantages that he 
propoſes to receive from it, and to be cut 
off from it in a fraudulent manner, by the 
very man who ought to have protected him 
in it; ſure, the aggravation 1s ſuch, as 
muſt aſtoniſh every man—that the man, 
thus injured, has not uſed ſome deſperate 
meaſure of reſentment! 1 have ſometimes 
been aſtoniſhed to thinks, what could move 
ſuch a man, thus earneſtly to preſs, for 
wreſting ſuch a cauſe from the judgment of 
the Lord Chancellor, and take- the ſole 


_ deciſion of it entirely on himſelf ; and have 
_ often attributed 1t to that vanity, which ſo 
frequently attends a Magiſterial Office, in 


men, to whom Fortune, perhaps, may have 
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given ſome little indulgence. Had he been 
diſintereſted in this affair ; or had the leaſt 
intention, or ſpark of virtue, to incline 
him amicably to reconcile contending neigh- 

| bours, inſtead of ſtripping me - of every. 
thing as he intended, he would have pro- 

| poſed an accommodation between ourſelves; 
but that, by no means, would anſwer his 
deſign, he wanted the ſole honour and obli- 

_ gation of clearing him : and, as he was his . 
friend, ſeemed determined to wade thro? 
thick and thin, to bring him off with ho- 

' nour. Indeed, my firſt ſuſpicion and objec- + 

| tion, aroſe from a connection I had long 

; & diſcovered between them: and to confirm . 
that ſuſpicion, I was well informed, a few 

- weeks after-his Worſhip had given Mr. Fran- BB 
cis my hundred pounds, that Mr. Francis" | 
returned the compliment, and declared, that | 
on his ſpeculation on the ſtate of the Plan- '1 
tation of Hops—that his Worſhip, by,qps 
advice and perſuaſion, bought up One Hun- 
dred Bags of Hops *. I think, by this, it 


« 'To an undoubted Evidence, he ſaid, © That he 
*© MADE him buy an Hundred Bags of Hops ;” and, 


I think, it has *appeared, that he could Mars him 
do a great deal], | 
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appears, that I was pretty right in my ap- 
_ prehenſion—when one man, at one time, 
| ſhall lay out the fum of Fifteen Hundred 
Pounds on the judgment and perſuaſion of 
the other. 


T his, is an imputation, that any man 
would gladly ſhake off: And if he can 
give a reaſon, to the Public, that can 
in the leaſt juſtify him — I freely allow, 
that it ought juſtly to reflect on my- 
ſelt ; but, I do believe, that on this Occa- 
fion, he leaned, without ſuifering himſelf 
to conſider the Bias that inclined him. 
TI wiſh his Worſhip had been perſuaded 
"to think, that it was his indiſpenſible 
duty, as a Magiſtrate, to have encouraged 
any man in ſuch an undertaking ; for by 
| preventing it, he has laid down a precedent 
| for eſtabliſhing an evil, that may do more 
injury than may ever be in his power to 
compenſate for to the public : He knows 
that there are men, who, without the 
appearance of doing ſcarce a ſhilling's 
| worth of public ſervice, have afſumed 
| an air of 1mportance, and ſupported 1 
| entirely 
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entirely by Gaming: How many young 
fellows, juſt beginning the world in trade, 
and young gentlemen of fortune, have been 
watched and waited on, and drawn into 
gaming, till they have been drained to the 
laſt ſhilling ; and fo circumſtanced in lite, 
in regard to trade and dependahce on 
frie:ds, that they have no more dared to 
| make a diſcovery, than if they had daily 
been fleeced by common proſtitutes, till at 
laſt reduced to ſuch a ſtate, that they have 
been avoided even by the men who have 
ruined them. On Inſtance of which may 
be mentioned, as the Perſon lived in a dit- 
* ferent part of the kingdom. A maſter of 
a Collier (a man 1n truſt) who had a large 
family, was drawn into a public houſe, in 
this city, after he had received the money 
for his cargo, and there ſtripped of every 
ſhilling, to the entire ruin of him and i 
his family. Sure no man of go00d credit | 
can do a much greater injury to the, pub- | 
lic, than in giving public countenance t9 
a known Gameſter for it 1 frequently on 
that public credit, that they gain private | 
admiſſion, and the company they keep, i 
H 2 6 mult, i 
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* muſt, either by Gaming, Wagers, or Bar- 
\ gains, inevitably ſupport them. Thus, 
without running the hazard of a halter, 
of which ſome of them bear viſible ſigns, 
they glean more money, and do more ge- 
neral injury, than all the Highwaymen, 
_ Houſebreakers, and Footpads, in the coun- 
ty. By a due enforcement of the Law, 
the ruin of numbers might be prevented, 
and ſuch men being cut off from ſuch a | 
means of livelihood, be obliged to become 
| uſeful members of ſociety : but the prece- _ 
dent which his Worſhip has lately laid 
' down, will, I fear, intimidate any man, 
from attempting 1ts prevention ; and ſuch 
| men, may now ſing, O be joyful ! and ſay, 
| If we are bound by the chains of the Law, 
| George Gipps, Eſq; will be our Deli- 


| verer! 
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| Indeed, his condu&t FRROPNY the whole 
| affair, has to me appeared ſo {ſingular and 
| precipitate, that, I believe, he never gave 
| himſelf the leaſt concern in being provided 
with a reaſon to defend it; nor, can I 
| think, that he was urged by any other mo- 


| tive, 
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tive, than clearing his friend, and giving 
him my money. Mr. G1pps may, and is, I 
believe, a very fair dealer, and may have ma- 
ny virtues : and I will allow him, and every 
' man, all the virtues they have, for we all 
have too few; norſhall I concern myſelf with 
any man, but where it dired&tly concerns 
mylelf, and there the world muſt allow me a 
juſt right. AndI here charge Mr. Gtpps, 
with preſſing for the deciſion of this affair 3 
which, if it had been preſſed upon him, 
he ought to have avoided: Nor can I 
avoid thinking, that in the Commiſſion, 8 
he acted dire&ly oppoſite to the Charatter ' 
of a Magiſtrate, a Gentleman, a Neighbour, i 
and a man of reputation; nor could any man, 
ot real ſenſe and honour, have put on an ap- 
pearance ſo reverſe to his intention, though 
it had been in the purſuit of an honeſt pur- 
poſe. Any man may judge the deception 
' was great, which ſoallured me; but I ſhall 
not preſume to lay that reftriftion on him, 
which he did on me, by attempting to debar 
him from the privilege of the Preſs : and, as 
a Precedent of this kind, 1s of a public con- 
cern, Iloudly call upon him, to give ſuch || 
Reaſopg 
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Reaſons, as may appear juſtifiable to his 
own Conſcience, his Country, and ME; 
or make Reſtitution for the Injury he has 


done me: For, I thank Gov, (who has 


made me ſo) that if my Reaſon and Con- 


ſcience had been fo over-ruled, by either 


Pride, Paſſion, Prejudice, Perſuaſion, or 
Intereſt, to have injured any man, and in 
ſuch a manner—on a mature refletion— 
Remorſe would have ſo ſtruck me, that 1 


ſhould never have thought, any thing after, 


would have proſpered with me ; nor ſhould 


' I ever have been at reſt, till I had made 


ample ſatisfaction. 


As my bleſſed Attorney, had ſo often 
aſſured me, that Francis would pay the 
money; I aſked, Whether he ever knew 
an inſtance of a man's being ſo delivered 


up? He anſwered, * He could not help 


< it; that it was all done by the Mayor and 
© another Perſon.* And this very Mayor, 


who appears to be the principal ator, had 
the Decency totell me, in his own houſe : 


 « That 
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« That this Aﬀair would defirop 
* both my TRADE and my Spirits. 


Nothing could more amply anſwer the 
deſign of this man, and his friends, than 
{ the drawing 1n the Chief Magiſtrate, to be | 
a Dupe and Champion in-this reſpectable | 
{ Cauſe; for his Worſhip giving him ſuch a 
full acquittance, muſt inevitably clear him . 
to the world, and condemn me: And the 
moment that he was clearly white waſhed, . 
all the Men of Honour ſtood ready to ver- 
| niſh him, and every quarter of the city re- - 
-verberated the villainy of Roch, for at- 
| tempting to impair ſo fair a reputation, |} 
} without the leaſt appearance of foundation 
| for it. It is evident, that theſe men never | 
! thought themſelves ill uſed by me, till the | 
Mayor's Judgment convinced them of it; {| 
| for, from the time that this affair com- 
| menced, till the hour which his Worſhip 
Þ unbound the links of the Law, which was 
# above four months, no man could behave 
# with more complaiſance, or appear more 
' terrified, at the apprehenſion of its being 
| made 
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made known to the Public : And, I really | 


believe, that if he could have been aſſured, 
that I would have kept it a ſecret, the 
money would have been deemed a trifle 


for ſuch a ſecurity; for, as I obſeryed be- 


fore, Mr. Francis, on being firſt charged 


with it, invited me to dine with him, and. 
tried every method to have it made up : 


and, Mr. Teele, a little before the Diſco- 
very, invited himſelf to my houſe, and 
before that, had ſeveral conferences on the 
fame ſubject ; but now the maſk was thrown 


off, and ſuch deſperate meaſures of reſent- 


ment purſued, as are generally exerciſed in 
the defence of ſuch a cauſe. Mr. Teele's 


. violence was ſuch, as drew ſome ſevere re- 
marks on him, from thoſe who had obſer- 


ved his obſequious behaviour before. Now 
it was Dog! Rogue! Scoundrel | Dange- 
rous Villain! The infamous Villain ought 
to be avoided by all mankind! Ye dirty 
Dog, I'd give my Feriy Guineas to ſee you 
hang'd! Indeed, ſuch language 1s very 
painful to a man, who” 1s not qualified to 
keep up ſuch a converſation, as 1t obliges 
him to diſcover an inferior education : But 

Mr, 
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| Mr. Teele's conſequence is ſo well known, 
that every thing he has ſaid, or can ſay, 
ſhall never move me to bear the leaſt re- 
-ſentment or prejudice againſt him; for, I 
am of ſuch a placid diſpoſition, that were 
I to be bit by a Mad Dog, though 1 
might think it a misfortune that I happened 
to ſtand in his way, yet humanity would 
incline me, to wiſh, rather to ſee the 
wretched animal cured, than deſtroyed. * 


The next man who appeared on the bt, 
. K was Sir Thomas Strumbalo, the Lime- 

burner, who having nothing but honeſt 
' folks in his own family, directly ſtarted 
| back, and went off, if he entered a room 
| where I was, and ſeemed fully determined 


to be damned ; that is, if ever he fat down 
in company where I was, This mult ap- 


pear, a prodigious mortification ! to thoſe, 
who know what a witty, humorous, en- 
eaging, entertaining, ſprightly, facetious, 
fine fellow, of a companion, he 1s : But, 
o Þ I really think, Sir Thomas was too partial 
5 in his reſentment; for he ſhould have re- 
it Þ {erved, atleaſt, three parts for Mr. W—t- 
r, | I —— 0d, | 
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d, who, about that time, had ſo con- 
foundedly drubbed his Brother, on account 
of ſome wager, and ſo variegated the co- 
lours of his countenance, that it was diffi- 
cult to diſtinguiſh, whether he was .a white 
man or a negro; and, at the ſame time, 
read over ſuch a number of articles, from 
the Catalogue of Vices, as might have 


made the blood ſtart in the cheeks of a 
Pimp or a Gambler, Now every little 


Gameſter, who was his own herald, and 
deemed himſelf a Gentleman, and a Man 
of Honour, imagine! le could not be 11- 
titled to an inveſture of that order, without 
deeming me a d d Scoundrel, for in- 
vading the Laws of Honor. 


From the DAILY ADVERTISER. 


[<< LAST night, a Tradeſman going thro' Smith- 
<: field, had his heels tript up, and his watch taken 
«« out of his pocket, by a fellow who came behind 
«© him; but before the fellow could get off with his Þ 
«© booty, he held him faft, and cried out, A Pick« F 
«« pocket! Upon which the mob gathered, and a- Þ 
«« mongft them ſoine of the fellow's own accom- 

| c plice: 


21 


© plices, who being enabled by the profits of their 
«« their daily praQtice, to make a genteel appearance, 

 « became advocates for their comrade, declaring, . 
« that they knew him to be a Man of Property, a 
« Gentleman, and a Man of Honor ; this ſo turned 

| & the tables againſt the man, that he was deemed 
* the Pickpocket: ſo the fellow marched off with 
© his booty, and left him to the diſcipline of the 
«« mob, who{taught him the conſequence of attemp- 
« ting to ſully the reputation of a Gentleman, and 
«© a Man of Honor,” ] 
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And to eſtabliſh their ſentiments, ſuch a 
- © number of infamous ſtories were raiſed, as 
neither me, nor any perſon on earth, had 
ever heard before; but none bore date, 
within the compaſs of ten, fifteen, or twenty 
years. 


Mr. Charles Noble, as he could be em- 
ployed but onone fide, was a warm advocate; 

.©® and all for Honor! He informed me, with 
great pleaſure, That his friend Abraham, the *| 
IF Counſellor, had publick]ly declared, that tho? | 
* 1 had thus meanly ſued Mr. Francis for the 
recovery of my money, that I had formerly | 
won forty pounds of Mr. Carr Horn, the | 
I 2 - = Dutcher, } 
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butcher, and had preſſed him ſo hard for 
the payment of the money, that he was | 
obliged to fell ſome of his live ſtock, to. | 
pay me. As Mr, Horn did not then live 
in Canterbury, and but little proſpect of - 
his coming here, this ſtory. gained credit, 
on thoſe who were unacquainted with the 
unſullied fountain from whence it ſprung 
but on Mr. Horn's returning to live here 
again, I went to him, and aſked him, whe- 
ther he had given authority for ſuch a 
ſtory ? He told me, That he had heard it, 
and was ready to publiſh an Afidavit, that 
it was entirely falſe; and at the ſame time, 

called Mr. Francis by a name, which tis 

| ſometimes given to Gameſters, and decla- 

| red, that he had frequently picked him. 

4 But, as to my part, I do not know, that 

[} there is a man on the earth, that can ſay, 

i with Truth, That I am a gainer by him, 

| to the value of Forty Shillings, at any kind 

i of game whatever ; nor have I, to my beſt 

I recolleftion, been in company with Mr, 

þ Horn for fourteen years paſt. The original 

| of this ſtory, could no where be produced, 

| [| but trom the inexhauſtible, and only ſtore, 

of 
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of ſuch a remarkable and opulent Slander 
Merchant : A fellow, who for above thirty 
years paſt, has been ſoforcing his foul mouth, 
and drivilling into every one's diſh, that a 
man had need rather to be provided with a 
ladle than a ſpoon, to bang him about the 
noſe, and prevent him from ſlavering into 
his meſs. How frequently is he ſeen to 
approach people of good credit in the pub- 
lic ſtreet, with no other view, than to ap- 
pear of conſequence with them; and tho? 

they have been as uneaſy, as if a toad had | 
been crawling about them, yet have wanted | 


ſpirit to bruſh him off, for fear of being 


publickly mobbed 1n the ſcreet, and charged 
with ſomething to the diſhonour of them- 
ſelves, their Grandmothers, or Great Grand- 
mothers, It has ever been my purſuit, and 
opinion, that the man who tamely ſuffers 
an evil to prevail, by ſhewing it the leaſt 
indulgence, is guilty of a general injury z 
for he that gives countenance to a public 
nuiſance, muſt certainly be an enemy to 
the Public. I commend the noble ſpirit of 
one of our Freemen, who being approached 
by him the laſt general el-Qion cried, 
* D-——n 
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*.D n you, keep off; for if you are 
© ſeen ſpeaking to me, the world will ima- 
« gine that I am going to ſell myſelf.” If 
others would follow ſuch a laudable exam- 
ple, and ſpurn him off, we ſhould ſoon dif. 
cover who wanted the execution of a dirty 
Job, by obſerving thoſe who cloſely adhered 
to him, | 


As men of the ſame fraternity ought to 
have ſome regard to each other, it gave 
me great concern, that ſome of them ſhould 


| be at ſuch expence and trouble on my ac- 


count ; eſpecially, Mr. Matſon, Upholiter, 
in Burgate-ſtreet ; and Mr. Pout, ditto, in 
High-ſtreet ; who, as I have been informed, 
bave ſpent much time, and many a ſhilling, 
in delivering theſe new-coined Stories, at 
the different Alehouſes, that would ſuffer 
them to repeat them z but I ſhall make no 


apology, for they know it is not in my 
power to return ſuch compliments. - 


I am now going to enter on another ſcene: 
And, as Magiſtrates are always declaring 


themſelves the watchful Guardians of our 
| rights 


( 6&5 
rights and privileges, and eternally alarming 
us with the dreadful apprehenſions, of ha- 
ving our rights invaded by a parcel of 
D dS s! who are daily ſelling |} 
of us for Places and Penſions ; I ſhall here |} 
g1ve an inſtance of that pious regard which |} 
they pay to Laws, when their friends and 
cuſtomers call upon them to diſpoſſeſs a 
man of his right and property. The glo- 
rious word Liberty has, for ſome years 
| Pail, been ſo loudly vociferated throughout 
the nation, that one might imagine three 
parts of the kingdom are ready to give up 
all, and follow the bare ſound of it; but, } 
1 think, the preſent inſtance 1s ſufficient to 
ſhew, how many there are, who are ready | 
to break through every fence of both Law | 
and Equity, that ſtands between them and 
a trifling intereſt. About this time, Six- | 
teen Citizens, of which number, Six were | 
Aldermen, and Five Common Councilmen, | 
had agreed to ere&t a New Muſic Room : } 
for which purpoſe, a convenient place was 
contracted for, to build it on, and each 


IF Proprietor (of which, I was one) entered$ 


into Bond, to pay Fifty Pounds each, at af 
ſtatedf 


VL 


ſtated time, or forfeit the Sum of Ten 
Pounds: A ſhort time after the Bond was 
| compleated; and ſome time after that, be- 
| ing then held in Contempt by the Men of 
| Honor, a Friend of mine informed me, that 
Two of the Proprietors, would withdraw 
their Subſcriptions, if I continued one of 

the number. On this information, I went 
to a meeting, which at that time, was ap- 
pointed . to adjuſt the-buſineſs of this our 
New Infſtituted Hum-ſftrum Corporation, 
and there deſired to know, who the men 
were, who objected to my being a Proprie- 
tor, and their reaſons for 1t. All were ft- 
lent for ſome time; till, at laſt, Mr, Laws- 
rence Tuck, Tin-man, and Singing-man, 
told me, * That, on account of the Dil- 
< pute, which ſubliſted between Mr. Fran- 
© cis and me, that the families of the Fox 
and Francis's, would neither of them be 
= © ſubſcribers, 1f Icontinued a Proprietor.” 
{ I thought, it was but reaſonable, that the 
# firſt attention, of this New Inftituted Body, 
Y ſhouid be paid to Families of the Firſt 
I} Diſtinction ; and, as the loſs of their ſub- 
# ſcriptions, might amount to Half a Crown 
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per annum to Mr. Tuck, beſides the profit 
of tinkering for them, it was certainly a 
motive ſufficient to incline him for, I be- 
lieve, thoſe who know his penurious dif- 
poſition, would be inclined to believe, that, 
for that ſum, he would give up the Dean IJ 
and Chapter, if he had not a proſpe& of } 
making more of them. | 


The Mayor, George Gipps, Efq; and 
_ Alderman Long, were” there, who both 
declared, That they thought the Proprie- 
tors had no buſineſs with the diſpute be- 
tween Mr, Francis and me; this, I men- 
tion, to ſhew how men can ſin in private, 
againſt the ſentiments which they declare 
in public. 


I had an intimation, before 1 went a- | 
mongſt them, that the prefent Righr | 
Worſhipful G F , Eſq; was the } 
leading Puppet, and knew the wires by 
which he was moved; he, on hearing 
Alderman Long give his ſentiments, called } 
him aſide, 4 with the aſſiſtance of Mr. | 
Tuck, in 1 avourL five minutes, made a com- | 

K pleat | 
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pleat convert of him. As ſoon as he re. 
turned, I perceived there was ſomethirtg ve- 
ry extraordinary a coming ; for, after ad- 
juſting himſelf, and looking round to. com- 
mand that attention which is due to every 
great man, he began, and made, what may 
really be called, a Long Specch, with ſuch. 
an accent! ſuch emphaſis! ſuch air! ſuch 
/ attitude! ſuch geſture! ſuch geſticulation! 
| ſuch grace! and ſuch a grimace! that, with 
the embelliſhments to his oratory, he fo 
confounded both his oration and his audi- 
| tors, that after a ſpeech of about fifteen 
[ - minutes, which chiefly conſiſted of that re- 
| oard which all men ought to pay to inte- 
{ reſt, it could be but barely diſcovered, that 
he thought ſuch great families ought not 
to be diſobliged. I was really ſurprized, 
| that Frend's eloquence, ſhould ſo imme- 
8 diately -make ſo deep an impreſſion on ſo 
I wiſe a man, never before having an inſtance 
| of any one's taking the leaſt notice of any 
# thing he ſaid; but, as I knew Frend, I was 
| not in the leaſt ſurprized to ſee ſuch a ſudden 
8 altcration in him : for, when I called on him, 
Il to invite him to the meeting amongſt thereſt; | 
It | | the 
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the ſtory being then made known to many, 

I told him a part of it; and, on hearing of 
it, he cried, * Ah, D—n them, I know 
© them both; by G—d, Tom, I'll be 
<« there!” But, poor man, he little thought 
then, either of his cuſtomers, or the ap- 


proaching eleftion for Mayor ; and fetting I 


aſide theſe motives, 1 really believe, that 
the poor thing, meant no more harm, than 
a monkey dees when he breaks a piece of 
china, But, I would adviſe him to be | 
cautious for the future ; for I knew a Juſ- | 
tice of the Peace, in my country, who, for | 
juſt ſuch another fooliſh a&tion, went by | 
the name of, The Monkey Magiſtrate, all 
_ the days of his life ; but, indeed, any one, 
of the leaſt charity, would forgive him on 
this occaſion, who knew what a violent 
paſſion he had for ſerving the publick, as 
Chief Magiſtrate : and as the Marquis and 
Sir Thomas, are equally ambitious of ſer- | 
ving their friends, on ſuch public occaſions, | 
no agreement could be more reciprocal, | 
nor dare he, at any time, deny them ary | 
thing ; for they are gentlemen, of ſuch pro- | 
digious intereſt, that they can pour in their | 
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' powers, in ſuch” a powerful manner, that 
every oppoſition bends down before them. 
We are told, that all men have their Hobby 
Horſes, and nothing can more elevate the 
ſpirits of theſe Gentlemen, than. to be 
thought of conſequence ſufficient to ride 
the Freemen at eleftions: and, indeed, I 
have ſeen them, on the bare imagination 
of it, appear with as much glee in their 
countenances, as the little boys do, when 
twirled round on the wooden horſes at the 
country fairs ; but they have always a&ted 
with ſuch prudence, in regard to their fami- 
lies, that, I believe, they were never chrged 
with ſpending a guinea of their own on 
ſuch occaſions ; but when armed for battle 
with other men's limbs, they engage like 
lions, and lay out moſt furiouſly. It ſurely 
muſt be greatly to the advantage of any 
. candidates, who have ſuch powerful advo- 
cates in their intereſt; for Sir Thomas has 
frequeatly owned, That two guineas will 
| do more from him on ſuch occaſions, than 
| three from the hand of any other citizen : 
| by this, we may ſee the power of oratory, 
| and the afcendant which men of great 

great 
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great parts gain over the multitude. It muſt 
certainly be of infinite. ſervice to the pub- 
lic, when men of ſuch powers and abilities | 
declare themſelves as patriots, and ever ap- 
pear in the intereſt of the moſt worthy and 


reſpe&table men; and of this there could {Jil 


not be a ſtronger inſtance, than in Sir Tho- 
mas's ſhewing himſelf in the favorof George 
Frend *, when ſuch a man as Alderman 
Lofry was his competitor. Theſe remarks 
may be thought too trifling, in regard to 
thoſe who are the ſubject of 1t ; but as men 
who are really fit for the office ſeldom give 
themſelves any concern about it; and as 
the moſt reſpeCtable part of the citizens, 
who have real intereſt, ſeldom exert it, 
they may ſee the conſequence of giving up 
a right of ſuch material conſequence to the 
public, by leaving it in the power of ſuch 
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* A ſervant maid of Sir Thomas's ſtan-; 
ding amongſt ſome others at one of Frend's | Smoak of 
elections, ſaid, ©* She knew that Frend 
«© would have it, for her maſter yoted fer 
© him, and all the Gentlemen voted as 
« her maſter did.” | 
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men, who, through a _ vanity of being 
thought men of conſequence, and appea- 
ring at the head of a mob, frequently de- 
prive us of a good and uſeful magiſtrate, 
and being fond of riding, make Hobby- 
horſes of the greateſt Aſſes in this city. 


 Frend being thus engaged, and being ap- 


pointed, (or appointed himſelf to receive the 
ſubſcription money) I ſent mine to him on 
the day of Payment, but he was not in 


the way to receive it, I ſent it the day 


following, and he refuſed to receive it 3 


and I was ſoon after informed, that they 
had appointed a committee of the proprie- 
tors, who had agreed to ſtrike me off, to 


make room for Mr, Edward Agar, Wine- 


ſeller, in St. George's-ſtreet, an intimate 
> rpm of Mr. William Francis. The 
» Gentlemen being ſatisfied in the ſafety of 


their proceedings, on information that I 


had no relief but from Chancery—and they 


| were fifteen to one againſt'me!—This to be 
| ſure was a very honeſt foundation to pro- 
 ceed on : ſo, I was caſt off for Mr. Ed- 
E ward Agar—the building compleated, 
and 


ok "3 

and taken poſſeſſion of, and my bond held 
in their cuſtody, Here were ſixteen men, 
Jointly concerned in the ſame purchaſe, e- 
qually bound with each other to perform 
the contra&t, and each under the ſame pe- 
nalty by bond, to forfeit ten pounds each 
on non-payment of- the money. Surely, 
if ſixteen thouſand pounds had been left 
by will, to have been equally divided be- 
tween us, my title to an equal part of it 
(both by Law and Equity) could not have 
been ſtronger than it was, to a part of the 
purchaſe contracted for ; nor could the in- 
. famy be greater in concealing the will that 
ſo intitled me, and defrauding me of my 
ſhare of the money, than it was in keeping 
my bond in their poſſeſſion, and excluding 
me from my right in the contract. From 
the number of fifteen which were con» 
cerned in this reputable undertaking, to 
the honor of the city, there were no leſs 
than Six Aldermen, and Five. Common 
Councilmen. It might be imagined, that 
if there were Eleven men, that could be 
pickeu out of any Fifteen in the kingdom, 
who had principles to concert ſuch a mea- 
ſure, 
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ſure, reſpe& or regard to the public opi- 


nion, would have deterred them from, 
the execution of it. * When a ſet of Ma- 
giſtrates, who ought to be looked on in 
every city as the bulwarks of our rights 
and properties, ſhall preſume- to make the 


ſtrength of their numbers, a fence for their 


frauds, it is ſufficient to call forth the 
Laws of reaſon and nature, and rouſe that 
reſentment which has frequently diſcovered 
itſelf among the people. If theſe men had 
been poſſeſſed with the leaſt part of that 
virtue which ought to-attend their ſtations, 
they would (as men in trade) have confi- 
dered what might have been the conſe- 
quence of ſtigmatizinga man-in buſineſs, and 
thus caſting him out from amongſt his neigh- 


bours; tor the world may be ignorant, that 


they did it from ſo mean a principle as 
continuing the cuſtom of the friends and 


. relations of Mr. Francis, and ſupporting 


his honour, without the leaſt regard either 
to my intereſt, or their wn reputation, I 


| hope there are not Fifteen men in this city 


(except they were draughted from the cor- 
poration) that would, in defiance of both 


; Law: 
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Law and'Equtty, thus caſt me out, to make 
room for Mr. Edward Agar : yet, notwith- 


ſtanding this, I think, we- have ſome few 
men, both Aldermen and Commoners, who, 


for honor and integrity, would be an or- 
nament to any corporation in the kingdom ; 


but, alas ! what are they amongſt ſo many? 
I think theſe Gentlemen have given a con- 


firming evidence, of the frequent abuſes 


which the public receive from incorporated © 


bodies : for when colleQed together, they 
can, under the banner of ſecrecy, concert 
ſuch meaſures, as few of them dare, ſepa- 
rately, own to the public: And, I dare 
ſay, that when this mirror 1s held before 
them, that there are not Four in the Fif- 
teen,. but what will deny that they had any 
hand in it. | 


SYS 


The motives which generally aCtuate 


men in public affairs, are intereſt, indolence, 


and precipitate engagement. There are 
too many who directly give themſelves up 
to the moſt trifiing reaſon, and the moſt 
erifling men, when the leaſt appearance of 


intereſt ſtand in view. Others, when they 
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ſee the leaſt appearance of a party prevai- 
ling, though directly oppoſite to their rea- 
ſon and conſcience ; yet, for fear of offen- 
ding, and through a ſupine indolence, and 
negle&t of public good, ſtand neuter, and 
never oppoſe either argument or intereſt a- 
gainſt it. 
directly fall in with the cry, and when once 
entered (though convicted by reaſon) think 
ita diſhonor to fall from their party; yet 


the clamour may originate from as abſurd 


a cauſe, as when one yelping cur ſets all 
the doo2s in a village a barking. Of this, 
I think, we have had a general inſtance, 
when even the ſnarling of the moſt rapa- 
cious hound in the nation, has frequently 
ſet half the kingdom a growling. 


As to the preſent Worſhipful Floating | 


Feather, let it glide away 1ts tide, unno- 
ticed, on the ſurface: for, as there are 
right and wrong, it would be inhuman to 
charge that thing with wrong, except it 
could be aſcertained, that it has ſenſe ſifi- 


cient to diſtinguiſh between the lines. But 


as to you, Mr, Worſhipful George Gipps, 
| you 


Others, who on the firſt uproar_ 
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you were then Mayor, one of the Proprietors, 
and knew the executing of this ſcandalous 
affair. He, who to perpetuate his name, 
deſtroyed the Epheſian Wonder, appeared 
contented with that ons obje&t. If you 
were inclined to have your name recorded, 


could not the glorious opportunity, which 


your Arbitration gave you, have ſatisfied 
your ambition, without committing another 
aft of the ſame kind, at the ſame time, 
and on the ſame man ? but finding your- 
ſelf ſo ſeverely cenſured, I ſuppoſe you 
thought it would be ſome ſanEtion to your 
former proceeding, in having ſo many of 
your brethren to join you in the latter, 


As the firſt Magiſtrate in the capital 
City, is looked on as an example to the 
people, in maintaining law and right—if 1t 


were poſſible for ſuch a man, to be guilty 


of ſuch a palpable invaſion on property, I 
believe, the reſentment of the free-born 
Sons of London, would ſcarcely be ſatiſ- 
fied in rolling him from the Manſion-houſe 
into the Tower Ditch, 
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As you, Mr. Alderman Long, are not 
only a City Magiſtrate, but likewiſe Clerk 
to the Country Juſtices ; pray, Sir, be ſo 
kind, as to inform us, ina Speech —Whe- 
ther the ſhare you had in that Muſic Job, 
be City, or CounTry Law? But, Jeſt 
apart ; as you are an Attorney, and a pubr ' 
lic Miniſter of Juſtice, you ought to be 
provided with a very good reaſon, for com- 
mitting an act, which I believe you, muſt 
have known to be contrary to Law, and 
which had fo plain an appearance of being 
attended with ſuch injurious conſequence 
to a citizen, and thereby ſhewing an exam- 
ple to the people. 


, The great, the wiſe, and good King 
— ArLxnzp, inſtituted ſuch an excellent Code 
_ of Laws, as made that happy reverſion in 
+ his dominions, which, in ſo ſhort a ſpace 
of time, changed it from the wildeſt diſor- 
_ der and rapine, to a ſtate of the greateſt 
tranquillity and ſecurity, in defence of 
every man's right and property ; and, as | 
| he knew that the happineſs and ſafety of 
his ſubjects depended on a due execution 
of them, he took the following methods; 
which 


"77 "2 
which I have here.extraQted from Rapin's 
Nittory, Page 95. 


* Tf with reſpect to private perſons, the 
« rigour of the Law was ſomewhat abated, 
« it was not ſo with corrupt Magiſtrates : 
&« to ſuch, Alfred was ever inexorable. He 
« was very ſenſible it would be in vain to 
_ « oblige his ſubjects to an exact obſervance 
« of the Laws, if care were not taken, 
<« that the Magiſtrates ſhould give them a 
« 500d example. Hiſtory takes notice of 
« his hanging four and forty of them, in 
* the ſpace of one year, for not doing 
6 * Juſace.” 


And in Note the 5th. 


«© He uſed to examine the cauſes tried WH 
« in his abſence, and in caſe he found any II 
<« injuſtice done out of favour or intereſt, j 
_« he puniſhed the Magiſtrate ſeverely. If F 
« they pleaded ignorance, he ſharply repri- | 
« manded them,” and aſked, * How they | 
* durſt preſume to take a commiſſion, to } 
* determine about life, or property, when | 

« they I 
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© they knew: themſelves ſo wretchedly un- 
© qualified?” © Juſtice was fo ſtriftly ad- 
| © miniſtered in his reign, that, though there 
« were gold braceiets hung up at the part- 
© ing of ſeveral highways, no man durſt 
«* touch them.” | 


Now as this good man was fo indefati- 
gable in conſtituting good Laws, and was 
convinced of the happineſs that kis ſub- 
jets enjoyed in the punctual execution of 
them—What puniſhment would he have 
inflicted on a Magiſtrate, who would have 
dared to preſume, in a moſt deceitiul man- 
ner, to cut a ſubject entirely off trom the 
benefit of them, and at the ſame time 
make an attempt to bind him from com- 
plaining of the injuſtice that was done 
him? Or, what would have been the pu- 
niſhment to a ſet of Magiſtrates, who, from 
the ſtrength of their numbers, would, in 
defiance of all right and property, caſt a 
man out from his equal ſhare of a purchale 
which he had among{t them, and to which 
his claim was as lawful as if it had been his 
natural birth-right ? 
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Indeed, and pleaſe your Worſhips, if 
the people ſhould take it into their heads, 
| to think, that ſuch Worſhips would have 
been hanged in the reign of ſuch a merciful 
King, I believe, they will ſtare confound- 
edly, when they ſee you in pomp at the 
Cathedral Church ; and there, under that 
awful roof, appear in the preſence of a 
free, and Chriſtian Congregation. 


What kind of puniſhments he inflicted 
on the little Underminers of the Law, we 
know not a bit of it; but, I think, I have 
met with an old tradition, which informs, 
That after ſtripping off their ſkins, and 
converting it into parchment, their names 
and - the nature of their crimes were wrote 
en it, and hung up in their court-halls, as 
an example to others of the ſame frater- 
nity ; juſt as we hang up dead vermin in 
our fields and gardens, to frighten away 
thieves, of the ſame ſpecies, and deter 
them from devouring the fruits of our 
labour, 


. But, 
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But, as there are no ſuch puniſhments 
inflicted now, the very evening before his 
Worſhip gave his judgment, that very 
evening the Muſical Magiſtrates caſt me 
from their Band; which plainly appears, 
that ſome of them had been tuning their 
inſtruments together, and were prepared, 
in concert, to give a good cxatnple to the 


[ people. 


' Thus, that reſpe&t and honour which 
was deſigned as an ornament and defence 
to good Magiſtrates, was lent as a ſhield to 
defend theſe men from public cenſure, and 
ive them a ſanction for abuſing me. For 
the honor of having ſuch Worſhips on their 
fide, ſo exalted their inſulting ſpirits, that 
the moment they were cleared, they fſallied 
forth in queſt of recruits ; and, as there are 
too many of tFat order every where (having 
the Mayor's W: rrant) they, in one day, raiſed 
ſuch a number of forces, as were prepared 
to mob me in every quarter of the city. 


' A body of theſe men, prevailed on 
Farley, at the Fountain—who came to my 
houle, 


*7 *Q 3 
houſe, and informed me, that Teele, the 
Family of the Francis's, Hopkin Fox, 
Baker the ſurgeon, Edward Agar, Upton 
Jennings, and ſome others of' the ſame 
ſtamp, would quit the company that fre- 
quented there of a Saturday evening, if I 
continued to come; and though 1t was a 
club that I had frequented above twenty 
years, he told me, That if I come there, 
he muſt oblige them, by ſhewing me into . 
another room, Indeed, I did not think 
it ſtrange, that ſome of- theſe men ſhould 
diſcover ſuch a terror in ſeeing of me, 


As -ſoon as Farley*was gone, I was vilt- 

ted by a Friend, who knew the tame man- 
' ner in which theſe men behaved, till -the 
Mayor had releaſed them, and told him WI 
the compliment I had juſt received; but WW 
he being a perſon who never cared to enter if 
into party affairs, endeavoured to divert ' 
the ſubject by the following Story : 


« A Criminal at the bar, being ordered I 
ſeveral times by the judge, to turn about iſ 
and look at the perſon who appeared there JW 


$4 


© to accuſe him; at laſt anſwered, and 


« ſaid, That he really had not affurance 
* enough to ſtare the Gentleman in the 
* face, when there were ſo many preſent 
* who ſuſpefted that he had Picked his 
* pocket,” 


The next compliment I received was 
from Daniels, at the Fleece, at whoſe houſe 
there was a Weekly Company, which I had 
belonged to many years ; he came, and ac- 
quainted me, That he had orders not to 
 _ admit me, and, that if I offered to enter 


by whoſe orders he delivered me ſuch a 
meſſage; which he abſolutely refuſed to 


the moſt reſpectable perſons who belonged 
to it—and they reprimanded him for it, 
and ordered him to wait on me, and make 
an apology : notwithſtanding which, the 
next time I went to his houſe, he endea. 
| youred, in the moſt rude manner, to pre- 
S vent my going up ſtairss Mr. Charles 
Y Noble, who belonged to the ſame compa- 
s oy, went into the houſe with me z but as 
{ſoon 


the room, he muſt prevent it. I aſked him 


tell me. Of this I acquainted ſeveral of 


CW" 

ſoon as he ſaw Daniels inſult me, he directly 
turned his back, and I was obliged to call 
to him before he would return; this is the 
man that Mr. Francis propoſed, as my in- 
timate friend, to be one of my arbitrators ; 
in which I knew he diſcovered great pru- 
dence, well knowing Noble*'s manner of 
backing his friends; but, as he was ever 
deemed to have a LITTLE Honor, he could 
not avoid joining in company, on this occa- 
ſion, with thoſe who had about an tquaL 
ſhare, and add his ſlender ſtock to theirs, 
When Ientered the room, 1 aſked the gen- 
tlemen, Whether they had any objeCtion to 
my company ? They, every one (except 
 Teele, who ſaluted me with his natural 
language) declared, They had not, and 
that they had told Daniels, ſo. This was 
not ſufficient for Daniels, he came twice to 
my houſe, knowing there was more profit 
in ſx bottles than one, and in a mode, [ 
which, I thought, appeared different from 
his nature, ſtood at my door, and 11 the , if 
moſt rude manner, warned me- from com- il 
ing to the club, A few evenings after I {4 
M 2 went 
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went to his houſe, and he ſtood at the bot- 
tom of the ſtairs, and aſſiſted by his drawer, 
| barred my paſſage, and prevented my go- 
Ing up. This was done in the preſence of 
a number of people, who, I {uppolſe, were 
invited there to ſec me thuT inſulted. All 
this was done to oblige Men of Honor : 

and, indeed, when either Honor or Life 
11s at ſtake, it 1s not to be wordered that 
ſuch violent ſtruggles are made in their de- 
fence. Theſe were a few of the inſults I 
received on this occaſion; all which was 
owing to the treacherous manner, in which 
I was delivered up by that Magilſtrate, | 


Gcorge Gipps, and therein ſhewing ſuch 
an example to the people, 


1 wiſh he had lived 1 in the ey of King 
Alfred. 


A man who had been a bankrupt ſeven 
times, and had made it the ſtudy of his life 
to have cheated mankind, would ſcarcely 
have met with ſuch public abuſe from the 


people 


IE ww. 
people he had injured, as I have received 
from the people, who, I imagine, have in- 
jured me, Whena ſet of men, thus united 
together, in infolence, and ſuch ſort of ho- 
nour, ſhall attempt at making themſelves 
formidable, and boaſt of their conſequence, 
and what they call Intereſt, by collefting 
together a number of their own principles, 
they may rate, by degrees, and not only 
make themiſclves formidable, but likewiſe 
(as in.the preſent caſe) ſtrike a terror on 
any. man who ſhall attempt to do himſelf 
Juſtice on any of the gang. 


As I have here recited Part of the Abuſes 
which I have received from theſe men—this 
may fall into the hands of many, who may 
imagine, that my general character deſerved | 
ſuch treatment — ſuch an opinion, would i | 
entirely deſtroy my preſent intention, whica ||| 
is to convince the world, that no character | 

| 


can be ſecure, when ſuch men receive ſuch || 
countenance and encouragement from the || 
Magiſtrates who have given ſuch an exam- 
ple to the people; therefore, on this occas | 
lion, it may be neceſſary to make an aps | 
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pearance in my own favour;'and as the 
courts of juſtice allow reputation to be de- 
fended ; I hope, every juſt perſon, on this 
occaſion, will allow me to plead my own 
cauſe: in which, it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that I will put the council on the other ide 
in poſſeſſion of ſo great a triumph, as to 
leave it in their power, to contradict what 


| T ſhall aſſert; but, as every honeſt advocate 


exerts himſelf in favour of his client, I 
Hope I ſhall be allowed the privilege of a 
Barriſter.—It has ever been the higheit of 
my ambition, to ſtand fair in the ſight of 
good and reputable people : and, if it may 
be deemed an honeſt pride, I am confident, - 
none ſuch will think it oftentation, if, on 
this occaſion, I give a ſhort Tra&t of my 
long reſidence here in Canterbury ; and, if 
no part of it can be diſputed, 3 then appeal 


Fl to my fellow Citizens in particular, and the 
8 Public in general—Whether I have meris 
- ted ſuch treatment? And, Whether any 
B of theſe men, or all of them put together, 


i have bcen of that conſequence and public 
8 fervice to this city, that I have been. 


AS 


8 } 


As a TRADESMAN. 


When I firſt opened a ſhop in the Cabi- 
net Trade, in Chriſt Church Yard, both 
the Trade, and its Profeſſors, were reduced 
ſo low, that there was not decent Furniture, 
for a ſingle Chamber, to be purchaſed in 
all the City ; by conſtant application, I fo 
increaſed my trade, that in a few years I 
employed ſuch a number of men, as might 
be deemed a reputable buſineſs in London 
and now the trade 1s ſo well eſtabliſhed, 
that there are few cities, in proportion to 
its ſize, that can ſhew ſuch a number of 
decent furniſhed ſhops ; and though a ſtran- 
_ ger, and friendleſs, and my beginning as 
| low as a beginning could be made on, yet 
I advanced in trade, with that caution, in RI 
regard to myſelf, and the Public, that I #1 
never knew what it was to be preſſed by a | 
creditor. I have ever lived 1n a ſtate ade- 
quate to the profits of my buſineſs. I have 
never interfered in any man's buſineſs, where 
I had not a title to; nor was I ever in a 
ſcheme, that had the leaſt appearance of 
OVCT- 
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over-reacking, or taking an undue advan- 
tage in my life. I have ever been fo free 
from contention, that, except in general 
eleaions, or effairs like this, which have 
called on me to defend mylelf,- I never 
knew what contention was; and when theſe 
Men of Honor firſt ſallied forth on me, 
there was not a perſon on the earth with 
whom I had the leaſt diſcord; nor did I 
deſignedly ever fay a rude thing, in my life, 
to any man, except invited to do it by a 
ſtrong provocation; and then, thefe few 
lines preſent, may evince, in what a gen- 
tle manner I have returned 1t, 


As- a CITIZEN, 


I think, I have been of ſome uſe; but 
as the foundation of it was laid ſo many 
years ago, and at preſent; may be forgot; 
I think, on this occaſion, I may preſume 
to mention 1t. After I had paid for my 
freedom of the city, a demand was made 
on me of Four Pounds, by a company, 
who were authoriſed by the Corporation, to 
make 
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make that demand, and had been an im- 
poſition on the Citizens time immemorial. 
Every Freeman, before he could earn a 
ſhilling muſt ſubmit: and if they dealt in 
various articles, were ſubject to ſeveral fines, 


beſide annual expences to each. Even a 
Widow could not carry on her buſineſs in . | 


right of her huſband, without being thus 
oppreſſed. Every man on opening an ale- 
houſe was ſubje& to the fine; and young 
men were ſo abſolutely hand-cuffed by the 


Corporation, in regard to their right of free- | 


dom, that a Shoemaker, a Taylor, or 4 
Carpenter, after ſerving a legal apprentice- 
ſhip, dare not make a pair of breeches, a 

pair of ſhoes, or arive a nail, till they had 
raiſed money to. redeem themſelves from 


this ſtate of Slavery. \ This, I judged, on 


the firſt demand, to be an impoſition, and 
diſputed it ſeveral times with the Chamber- 
lain of. the City ; but nor then being cir- 
cumſtanced to ftand againſt the Corpora- 


tion, and they being determined to. profe-, 
cute me, I paid . the money : but ar the 't1 


ſame time told them, That, if ever my 


- abllities could fuſtain me again(t them, L 


would, in that point, try the force of their 
N Char- 


- 
Charter; and about ſeven years after, 1 
proclaimed a defiance : ſoon after which 


hoſtilities commenced, I was very happy 
in an honeſt Attorney, who lived in Lon- 


pleI contended with ; and :hough my cauſe 
| was far from being clear (as my cauſe with 
| Francis really was) having the almoſt un- 
| fathomable depths of Charters to explore z 
but as he. had a- good opinion of my ſuit, 


| with it; I am confident, that 'no intereſt 
| could have prevailed on him, to adviſe me 
to have delivered myſelf up; and I was fo 


{ Gratitude obliged me to make him the fol- 
| lowing compliment in my - publication, On 
3 the Abuſe 4 Corporation Government. 


« Mr. William Chamberlain, of Crane- 
Court, London, was my Attorney, who 


W gave me a convincing proof of his abili- 


S ties, by having his opinion on every part 


W ſel as we applied to; by the right uſe he 


$1 made of my adverſaries blunders ; by the 
W endeavours he uſed to abridge inſtead of- 


leng then- 


don, and had no tonneQons with the peo- 


and knowing I had ſpirit to go through 


well fatisfied with his proceeding, that 


y of the proceedings confirmed by ſuch coun- 
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tengthening the proceedings : theſe, with 
his general character fully convinced me 
that he was above the mean temptations of 
the law.” But he was void of that low, 


mean craft, which generally poſſeſle” the 
hearts of men, whoſe heads are void of a 


tolerable underſtanding. 


The Teir was carried on for: ſome years, 


ith: all that litigious chicanery and ex- 


| pence, which is too frequently exerciſed by 
powerful bodies in ſupport of unjuſt cauſes; 
and though I was every day labouring for 


the money to ſupport it, yet I ſtill main-- 


tained my defence, till I made them relin. 
quiſh their unlawful plunder, relieved the 
public from-their impoſitions, and ſhewed 

my fellow citizens what it was to be free- 
men. When they had deſfiſted about three 
years, they. again attempted to revive their 
impoſitions, and would have acquitted me, 


#.1 would: have ſtood neuter ; but finding 


they negle&ed that great charge, given 
them in their Charter, ©* Of being a ter- 
«* ror to evil-doers,” I found myſelf obli- 
ged to take the Rod of Correttion in my 
own:hand, and exerciſe on them what. they 
N a neglected 
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negleted to the Public; and by publiſhing 
The Abuſe of Corporation Government, ſo ex- 
poſed the Illegality of their demands, that 
both they and their attempts became deſpi- 
cable to the Public; by which,” 1 hope, 
that valuable branch of Freedom is eſta- 
bliſhed to poſterity. Do not look on this, 
fellow Citizens, as oftentation, it is a fair 
and honeſt Bill, which gives me a juſt and 

equitable demand on you all, 1f not for re- 
ſpeR, at leaſt, to diſcountenance ſuch abuſes 
as I have received from the Actions, Inſti- 
gations, and Examples of theſe Magiſtrates, 
_ the very rank of men, from whoſe tyranny , 
and oppreſſion, I have; with ſo much labour 
- and expence, redeemed | you ; bur, I 'am 


[ _ Far from aiming atithem:at.all, as there are 


. ſome among them, whom, I know, | have 
abhorred theſe proceedings, whoſe names 
- there is no occaſion to mention; as their ge- 
neral charaQters, for ſenſe and probity, ſo 
particularly diſtinguiſh | them: and'it gives 
me great concern, that Mr. Gipps ſhould 
be Seen into the execution of two ſuch 
ſcandalous jobbs; a man, who has ever 
bore ſo fair a A ahe and gi 5 he. 
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may ſtart, on-reflefting at what he has done; 
yet, I am confident, he has too much ho- 
nor to deny it. | p 


- Scripture informs us, That even the 
Egyptians had gratitude to reward public 
ſervices; for Joſeph, who was carried a 
ſlave amongſt them, was rewarded with 
honors, and had a chain of gold put about 
his neck, only for ſaving the people from {4 
ſtarving, Then, ſure, in Great Britain, | 
and in ſuch a high-mettled age as this; | 
when the world, and all it contains, and 
even life itſelf, are deemed mere butterflies, 
4n regard to liberty, it might be thought 
impoſlible, to find out a Chief Magiſtrate, 
that would have ſtudied and contrived: to | 
cut a man off from the benefit of the Law, 
and the Privilege of the Preſs, which are| 
the main. pillars of that: Liberty; and a} 
'man who had ſo amply extended the bounds | 
of it to the people over whom he preſided, | 
and. he likewiſe to join in the-number of i 
Fifteen, to caſt him out, and make an ex- 
ample of him, for attempting at a 
'public | piece. of ſervice; in endeavouring,] 
W law, to make a precedent, that wightſ| 
(apa ſecure ; 
| 
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fecrzie men from ruin by the depredations 
of Gameſters. 


Good Gor ! What Genius brought me 
from Ireland, to give * Twenty-four Pounds 
for the freedom of a city, in this land of 
liberty, that ſhould fall under the govern- 
ment of two ſuch Magiſtrates in one year. 


It is the meanneſs of the people, who 


encourage ſuch abuſes, by meanly ſubmit- 
ting to them, for fear of being injured in 
buſineſs. But, you may give my com- 
pliments to them, and let them know, 
| that with gratitude I own, I have hi- 
| therto had a ſufficient ſhare of ſuch cuf- 


| tomers, as add reputation to every tradef(- 


man they deal with : and ſuch, I am under 
| no apprehenſions of offending ; but were 
| it to be fo, as I never aimed at a morſel of 
| bread, but what I could earn, ot deſired to 
live an hour longer than I can ſupport the 
\charater of a man, there is  Hothing on 
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- The Fine to the City is but Twenty. Pounds , 
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carth ſhall : awe me from this public. piece 
of juſtice; and-this is the kind of Liberty, 
that I will either be ruined by, or die in 


ſupporting. And as Reaſon and Conſci- 
ence are my commanding officers, I will ne- 
yer deſert them, to liſt under ſuch deſpica- 
ble banners, as may terrify me from doing 
myſelf juſtice, or betray me to avoid and 
turn my back on my old acquaintance ; 


which many of mine, on this occaſion, have _ 
moſt deſpicably done, for fear of offending 
their friends and cuſtomers, who Eh E 


theſe Men of Honor. 


I wiſh this ſubje& could have admitted a 
gentler ſtile ; but when a man has ſpirit, 
that - ſpirit muſt riſe, in proportion to the 
aggravation, as quickſilver 1s influenced by 
the power of the air. They have ſeaſoned 


the meſs, and much good may it do them. 
Yet, I hope, there are none of theſe men, 


who have thus injured and ſighted me, will 
think, that I am mean enoughto bear them 


any reſentment, but what Lcan be juſtified in. 


Upon my ſoul ! 1 do not: and, I can ſafely ſay 
to them all, as I did to Francis, That there 


is not one of them, I wiſh a Flea to bite, 
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My conſcience being now, in that reſpect, 
| as clear as a good Catholic juſt come from _ 
confeſſion, and had much rather that this 
gentle - doſe ſhould kindly operate; and 
purge away ſuch foul humours, than that 
they ſhould be. waſhed off by their being 
Kparately drawn through a horſe-pond. 
No; I would not have them made ſuch an 
example of to the people. 


As I am-not a Chief Magiſtrate, 'I dare 
| not preſume to debar any man from the 
Privilege of the Preſs; but, if I could, it 
is far from my diſpoſition ; therefere, I in-_ 
vite any man concerned here, publickly to 
& defend himſelf: but if any does attempt 
| it, let him do it like a man, and put his 
| name to it, that the value of the metal may 
be known by the ſtamp. And as I have here 
advanced myſelf againſt ſuch a multitude, 
I hope the Public will ſee fair play; and 
if any hint, inuendo, paragraph, or pub. 
lication, appears on this occaſion, without 
the Author's name, I hope every honeſt 
man will look on it as aſſiſting the midnight 
agzer of a murdering bravo. As the ſpi- 


rit 'of Liberty has maintained the Privilege 
of 
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_ of the Preſs, that we may publickly breathe 
forth our injuries, it would be the higheſt 


violation to profane ſuch a Guardian An- 


gel, by unjuſtly aſperſing any man, or or- 
der of men. And though the preſent occa- 
ſion has engaged me to treat ſo freely of 


Magiſtrates ; yet, I ſhould envy any man, 


who, I thought, had more virtue than my- 
felf, in holding a higher reſpe&t, honor, 
and duty, to good men and good Magiſ- 


trates, than I do; and hold it a duty to act 


as a ſubaltern under them, in pointing out 
ſuch vices as are under their juriſdiction, 


I think Mr. Francis cannot now diſpute 
any part here that is relative to him, as he 
was Charged fully with it 1n the preſence of 
ſuch a number of men; at the ſame time 

TI alſo repeated it in the preſence of them 
all; Mr. Slodden and the Mayor being 
_ then preſent, | 


You know, Mr. Slodden, that my Coun- . 


ſel ſays, ©* Money 1s certainly recoverable ;” 
to which he anſwered, © Yes.” And do 


not you know that my Evidence is ſuffict- 
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- ent to juſtify me to the world, To which 
' he anſwered, ©* Undoubtedly it is.” Now 
as he admitted his opinion to be ſuch, and 
at the ſame time heard me refuſe an arbi- 
tration, and ſay, that © I would not take 
« the money if laid down in an amicable 
© manner.” What can be thought of this 
man as an Attorney, who privately, with- 
out my knowledge, perſuaded the Mayor to 
take the ſole arbitration of this affair on 
himſelf; and was privy to the terms which 
was agreed on between them, to cut me off 
from every thing, and afterwards brought 
me a bill, of near Ten Pounds, for good 
ſervices?---Mr. Gipps owns, that Slodden 
was privy to the terms. And though Mr. 
Gipps has been operated on to do me fo 
vile an injury ; yet, ſtill, I would rely as 
much on his word, as Hamlet ® did on his 
Father's Ghoſt. It is ſuch a&tions as Slod- 
den's, that dubs a man a Gentleman, and 
qualifies him, as a companion, for Men of 
| Honor. 


 — 


2 T'll take the Ghoſt's word for a thouſand pounds. 


DHAKESPEARE. 
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| As to that Counſellor of theirs, who is #£ 

always retained in ſuch honourable cauſes, | 
and has, oh this occaſion, been their Street 
and Alehouſe Advocate ; he may be aſſured, 
that whether he mobs, ſlavers, or writes, 


| (which with him are much the ſame) that 


_ the field ſhall be entirely reſigned to him z 
and I had much rather engage an ſingle 
combat with a ſecond Achilles, than oppoſe 
my character againſt his; for the great 
* Achilles was penetrable in the heel ; but 
his reputation, I fear, is invulnerable in 
every part. 
- & 
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2 Achilles was a brave, jolly, ſtout, young Gre- 

cian Hero, but a little ſulky in his diſpoſition ; he 
was unlawfully begotten by a Mortal on the body of 
a Salt Water Goddeſs ; his Mamma, when he was a 
pretty little Boy, dipt him in the river Styx, by vir- 
tue of which waters, there was not the leaſt bit a- 
bout him, that could be wounded by either man -or 
woman, except the heel, by which ſhe held him; 
and that hand, which might have given life to other 
things, left Death's door open to her darling ſon, 
for there the mortal ſhaft of Paris pierced him. 
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<< Live 10 frequently mentioried Me. Y 
 Weeke's' name in this Narrative, I would not 


" © Have it imagined, that I mean to ſtrike at | 


| his general cha. after; far from it: and, I 
k muſt, in juſtice to him, and acquittarice to 
myſelf, ſay, That I have often played alone 
with him at the ſame game, after the com- 
Pany had departed, and never was any mate= 
Tial difference in winning between us; and 
he has: always been ſo-far from taking the 
_ advanizge, that he has frequently permitted 
| me to ſcore my honors,- at times that the 
rules of the game would not have admitted 
of it : and when any little diſpute has aroſe, 
he has given that up in private, which” he 
would have diſputed in public ; ; nor have I 
ever heard any thing of him, that had the 
leaſt Up Ornee. of being Mean. or ily 
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